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ADVERTISEMENT 
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H E ſpirit of virtue and 
norality, which breathes 
in this ancient pi: ce Of caſtern 


inſiruction,its force and conciſe— 


nefs, and the hopes that it may 
do good, have prevailed with the 
perion to wiom 1t was tent, to 
COmmuNnicate td the public, what 
vis tranflate] only for his parti- 
cular wmuicmenc. There are 


ON ealons Which at preſent 


4 


make :t proper to con cal, not 


1171 1s SRL : Naing, but t. TI1C name . 
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of his correſpondent ; who has 


now refided in China ſeveral 


years, and been engaged in a 
buſineſs very different from that 
of collecting literary curioſities. 


Theſe reatons will not ſubſiſt 


long; and, as he ſeems to inti- 
mate a deſign, on his return to 


England, of publiſhing an intire 


tranilation of Cao tſou's whole 
journey, the public will then, in 
all probability, have an opportu- 
nity of being ſatisfied concerning 
any particulars which they may 
be curious to know. 
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TO THE 
Earl of - 
; Peking, May i2, 1749. 


MY LORD, 
N the laſt LETTER which I 


had the honour of writing to 
eur Doraßbip, dated Dec. 23d, 
i748, J think J concluded all 
bad to ſay, in regard to the 
zopography and natural hiſtory of 
this great empire. I purpoſed in 
this, aud fome ſucceeding ones, to 
have jet do wn ſuch obſervations, as 
I have been able ts make on the 
laws, government, religion, and 
A 3 manners 


C- vi} 
e s of the prople, But a re- 


NK. Te OCCUTFENCO h, 24 . Se 
ſuteln, mehbich engrofſes the ceuver- 


ation of the literati Joe 6 and 


may hereafter, perhaps, afford mat- 
ter of ſpeculation to the learned in 
uro. As it 1s of a nature 
which I know, will furniſh feme 
eutertaiumetit to jour Lordibip, I 
will endeavour to give you as dif 
tine and particular an account 
of it, as | have heen able ta ob- 


tam. 


Adjoining to C binge on theIW, 25 
is the lu ge Country of Thibet, 
called by fome Barantola. In a 
province of this country, named 
Laſa, reſides the grand Lama, or 
biab- trialt of thele idalaters; a 
7s reverenc'd, aud even ador' d as 
3 god, by moſt of the neighbouring 
nations. The Lig opinion 1 u h 
is entertained of bis facred charace 
ter, induces prodigious nu: bers of 
religicus people fo reſort to Laja,- 
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70 þ. ty their D3mare to him, and t9 
ge 222 ſents, in grder to re— 
cer bes Hing. His refidence is 
in a mit magnificent pagod, ar 
temple, built on the top of the 
Mountain Poutulu. The foot of 
this mountain, erd even the who? 
diſtrict of Laſa, is inhabited by 


an incredible number of Lamas 
of arferent ranks and orders, ſo- 


veral of wiom have very grand 


pageds erected to their honour, in 


which they receive a kind of in- 


ferier worſhip. The whole country, 


like Italy, abounds with Priefts ; 
and they entirely ſubfiſt on the 
great number of rich preſents, 
ohe are ſint them from the ut- 
moſt extent of Tartary, from the 
empire of the Greet Mogul, and 


from at: 2000 all parts cf the Indies. 


hen the grand Lama receives 
the dalgratious of the people, bs is 
8 gn a magnificent altar, and 


us uebi. ligg "4 upou @ ſplenaid 
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cuſbion: his worſhippers proſtrate 
themſelves before him in the bum- 
bleſt and moſt abject manner ; but 
he returns nat the leaſt ſigu of re- 


Jpe#, nor ever ſpeaks, even to the 


greateſt princes; he only lays his 
hand upon their heads, and they 
are ſutly perſuaded, that they re- 
cetve frem thence @ full forgive- 

neſs of all their fins. They are 
fihews ;/o fo extravagant ds te ima- 
Line, "that he * ws all things, 
even the ſecrets of the heart : and 


big particular difciples, being a 


ſelett number of avout tww9 + 


dared of the mojt eminent Lamas, 

de the addreſs to make the peo- 

ple believe he is immortal; and 
hat whenever be apears to die, 
be only changes bis abode, and uni- 
nates d new body. 

The learned in China have long 
ver of apinton,theat in thearchicves 
of this grand temple, ſome very 

ancient books Pave for many ages 
| 3 


(3 } 
been concluded: and the prejent 
emperor, who is very curious in 


ſearching after the writmgs of 


antiquity, became at length fo ful- 
ly convinced of the probability of 
this opinion, that he determined 
t3 try wether any diſcovery of 
this fart could be made. To this 
end, his firſt care was to find out 
a pet fon eminently ſkilful in the 
ancient languages and characters. 
Heat length pitch d upon one gf the 
Ilan lins. or dottors of the first 
erden, wee name was Cao-tiou, 
a man about fifty years of age, of 
a grave and noble aſpect, of great 
eloguence.and who,by an accidental 
friendibrs with a certain learned 
Lama, why had reſided many yt ars 
of Peking, was become entirely 
maſter of the language which the 
La 105 of 5 bet us 2 them- 
ſelbes. 

With theſe qualiſications he ſt 
/orward on his Journey; and, 


A 5 0 


49 give his commuiſſit 758 reater 


weight, the emperor 7 451" d him 
wah the title Coliv, er prime 
miniſter : to which he added a 
mojt naguiſicent equipage and at- 
tendants ; with preſouts. for ihe 


grand Lama, and the r ber prin- 


cipal Lamas, of an immenſe value; 
alſs a letter,uuritten with his own 
hand, in the following terms. 


TOTHE GREAT 


Repreſentative of G © D. 


Moſt high, moſt holy, 
and worthy to be adoed! 


” . the Enmeror of Chim, 45 


" guerergn of all the {5ve= 
reins s of the earth, iu the pur 


«46 


Du fon of this Our mel ref pr Hed 


. pr Ie nbiniſler Cag-tiou, c 


all reverence and { nut pro- 
&« rate Gut jel; bencath thy fecred 
«© feet, 


1 


BW: 


re feet, and implore for ourſelf,ons 
* friends, and our Empire, thy 


% moſt poeverful and gracious be- 


neditthion. 


Having a flrong Deſire 2 


ſearch into the records of an— 


tiquity, lo learn and retrieve the 
wiſdom of the ages that are 
paſt ; and being well informed, 
that, in ive facred Repoſitories 
of thy moſt ancient and venera- 
bie hierarchy, there are fem? 
valuable books, which, from 


their great antiquity, are be- 


come to the | 4 enerality, eVen of | 


* {the learned, almoſt wholly unin- 


telligilie; in order, as far as iu 
1s hot , 73 prevent their being 
fotaily leſt, due have thought 
"ber t9 arth;riſe and employ 
our mot learned and reſpected 
min:jier Cao tſou, iu this our 
frejent emvajy to thy frblime 
bolmmeſs; the bujine/s of which 
A © c 70 
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"* 15 to de 72 re, that he i :y be pere 
oe „ mitted to read a1;d ex::rmine the 
wud 707 tings; «ce expetting, 
e his great aud uNCOmmon 


fell iu the ancient languages, 
that be will fe able to interpret 


cC 


tet may be found, th of 


be lige i nd mofl obſcure au- 


& tiguity. And we have com- 


« manded him to throw himſelf at 


, feet, with ſuch teſtimonies 
** of our Heſpect, ds, we truſt, will 
procur . him the admittance wwe 
£6 deſire.” 8. | 


1 will nat detuin your Lordſhip 


with any particulars of bis jour= 
ney, tho' be hath publiſbed a large 
Account of it, abounding with 
many furprizing relations; and 
which, at my return to Eugl.nd, 


Ina probably tranſlate and pub-— 


lifh entire. Het it ſuffice at prejent, 
thut, when be arrived in theſe a- 


cred territories, the mognificence 


vf b's appearance, aid the rich- 
nefs 
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Cv} 
aeſs of his preſents, failed not 7” 


gain him a ready admiſſion. He 


hud apartments appointed him in 
the facred college. and was Ai feed 


in his inquiries by one of the mo- 


learned Lamas He continued 


there near fix months: during 
which time he had the ſatigſactian 
of finding many valuable pieces of 
antiquity; from Jome e, which be 
hath mad? very curious extracts, 


and hath formed ſuch proba e con- 


fectures concerning their worn 
and the times wherein they « 

eoriften, as proves bim to be a man 
£ 


6 great mudgement and penetra- 
ton, as well as m_ extenſive 


P 15 the moſt ancient piece he 
vath cijcovered, and which none of 
the Lamas f.i many ages had 
ben dle to interpret or under 
Hanud, is a ſmall fyftem of morality, 
wriite in tne language and cha- 
rafter of the anvient GymnnaJophiſts 
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Or. 


(xvi ) 
or Eramitis; but b by what partt- 
cular Perſin, in what time, he 


does not pretend to determine. Thi. 
Pioce, 1755 ever, he wholly tranſ= 


tated; l he, b, as be himſelf con- 
fees, with an utter mcapneity of 


reaching, iu the Chineſe language, 
the firen!th and fublimity of the 
erigmal. The judgements and opi— 
mieus of the Bongces, and th 
le, 2 ed de , are very mich 
drided cnucerniug it. 7 boſe cc 
adrure it the moſt 57 y, are 
very jord of attributing it to 
Conſuciu: „ ther ton great Phi- 


be ſophoe. 3 arg. ger c er the wa 


friculty of ii being 9weritten in the 
language and character of the 


ancient Branmins, by fuppejtug 
this to le oily a tran lation, and 


that the arivinal vr / Contu- 


cius, 75 lot. Some Boe Pave it t 
7 He 70 it ules Lo lid 1, 
thei Chin: je 1 a 7 C9- 
leni, Wit! Contactus, and 
fo Gr 


4 
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oi ter of the ſect Tao- -SSec; but 


theſe labour under the fume difficul- 
ty, in regard to the languaze, o 
thoſe we Attribute it to Con- 
fucius. Ther? are others, aue 


from fome particular mar hs and 


ſentiments which thoy find in it, 
ſuppoſe it to be written by he 
B, amin Dandamis, W119 famous 
lottor to Alexander the Great, 75 


recorded by the European crit urs. 


Fith theſe Cad-tſou init, ſerms 
ita inclined to agree ; at leaj? 7 


far as to think, that it 1s really. 


25 r of ſome ancient Bramin; 


s fully perſuaded, 7 29m toe . 


ry 2 1 with which it is written, 


het t it 10 tranflati i5n. One 
s 0570 AT) * Oe ajrars forrre 1971 1 f 


GI 


uon 80 bene, and that is the pla: 


£ 


of it; <olich is entirely new ” Le 
4 7,308 fes ale, aud jp ue any 

"2 8 {ave ever , that 5 if 
i - Ids HY jor . re e Gf EA 
F Bp: H“ 4 


E 7 70 42 9 TIC 
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the unpoſſubility of accounting for | 


its being written in this very "anci- 
ent lan 'nage, Many would ſuppoſe 
1 n fit, ird of an E -uropean. 


Ha 55 dds Fe writer of 
* El. . KF Ka FO 4 $54 #72 * 577 it makes 1 il 
this ol v, and all obẽꝶY]Y＋ũZe 


-'S 
the e nernef with which it 1s d 


by all kinds of f,; and the High 
encomiuius wdad are given to it 
by ſ;me, at leng:h determined me 
to attemftt a tranſlution of it into 


ngliſb; efpeci tly as T was per- 
fuaded, it wwinld be an agreeable 


preſent to your Lordſhip. And I 
was the more eaſily irauced to make 
this trial, as, very happily for me, 
you caunot judge how far I have 


fallen ſhort of the original, or 


even of the -Chmeſe tranſlation. 
One thing, however, it muy per - 
hafs be neceſſary to apologize for, 
at leaſt to give fame account of; 
and thot i, ide flyle and manner 


in hich I have tranſlated it. I 


C72 


(- mt _} 
can aſſure your Lordſhip, that, 
«hen I firſt ſat down to the work, 
I had nit the leaſt intention of do- 
ing it in this way; but the ſub- 
lime manner of thinking which ap- 
peared in the introduction, the great 
energy of expreſſion and the ſhort= 
neſs of the ſentences, naturally led 
me into this kind of fle: at I 
hope, the having ſo L 4 pat- 
tern to form myſelf upon, as our 
verſion of the book of Job, the 
Pſalms, the works of Solomon, and 
tbe prophets, hath been of fame ad- 


vantage to my tranſlation. 


Such as it is, if it affords your 
Lordſhip any entertainment, I ſhall 
think myſelf} extremely happy ; and 
n my next will reſume my account 


of this 8 aud Ale er. 
I am, &c. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


The little drawing mcloſed ts a 
Copy from one found with tie 


original Manuſcript ; and which 


Cao-tſou bas prefixed to the Chi- 
neſe e, 


THE 


_— 


Kan 


THE 


OECONOMY. 


O F 


HUMAN LIFE. 
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PART I. 


Duties that relate to Man con- 
fidered as an IN DIVI DUAL. 


1 Confideration. 
2 Meaeſty. 


3 Application. 


4 Emulation. 
5 Prudence. 
6 Fortitude. 
7 Contentment. 
3 Temperance. 


PART IE 
1 un PASSIONS: 


Y Hope and Fear. 
2 Jay aud Grief. 
3 anger; 


4 Pily. | 
5 Defire and Love. 


PART III. 
W 0. M A VN, 
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PART W. 
Conſanguinity, or Natural Relations, 

1 Huſband. 
2 Father. 
38. 
4 Brothers. 
PART VF. 
Providence, or the accidental 
Differences of Men. 


1 Wiſe and Ignorant. 
2 Rich and Poor. 
3 Maſters and Servants. 
4 Magiſtrates and Subjects. 
FART VL. 
SOCIAL DUTIES. 
1 Benevolence. 


2 Tuſiice. 
3 Chority. 


1 Gratitude. 
| 5 CIACErUY. 
FART VII. 
RELIGION. 


(11 
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INTRODUCTION. 


$3 OV " Gown VOL ir he: ads unto t}; : 
£5 Ja, O ye in habit ints of carth! 
be i:lent, and receive, with reve- 
rence, inſtruction froin on high, 


Whereſocver the fun doth ſhine, 
wheréeſhever the wind doth blow, 
viicretoever there is an ear to hear, 
andea mind to conceive; there let 
tho precepts of life be made known, 
let {te maxims of truth be honourcd 
and obeyed. 


All things proceed from God. 
Hs power is wnbowndedl , his 
Wi.coin is from eternity; and his 
g.0unkls endureth for ever. 


He ſitteth on his throne in the 
centre; and tiie breath ot his mouth 
giveth lite to the world, 


tie 


— , ** 9 A 


2 
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ä 


. 


He toucheth the ſtars with his fin- 
ger, and they turn their courſe re- 


ſoicing. 


On the wings of the wind hs 
W. e d abroad, and perfor meth his 

through all the re gions of unli- 
mi. Ee 0 F ACC 4 | 

Order, and g grace, and beauty, 
ſbring from mn ; hand. 

1 5 volce at wildoim ſpeaketh 
in all his works; but the human 
underttanding comprehendeth it 
nor. | | 

The ſhadow of know! edge pa Heth 
over the inind of man vs a dream :% 
he ſceth as in the ak; ; he reaton- 
etli, and is deceived. 

But the wiſdom of God is as the 
liglit of heaven ; he reaſonctu bot; 
his mind is the fourtain ©: rut, 

Juſtice and mere) wait este: his 


throne ; benevolence and lo, en- 


lighten his countenance for cer, 
Who is like unto the Lord in 

glory? no in power ſhall con- 

tend wita tne Alluiguty ? Hath he 


any 


ni 


any equal in wiſdom? Can any good 
neſs be compared unto him ? 

He it is, O man, who hath crea- | 
ted thee; thy ſtation on earth is ( 
fixed by his appointment: the pow- | 

ers of thy mind are the gifts of his | 
goodneſs : the wonders of thy frame | 
are the work of his hand, 
Hear then his voice, for it is gra- 
cious; and he that obeyeth, ſhall | 
_ eſtabliſh his ſoul in peace. 
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PART- 1, 


DUTT #8 


THAT RELATE TO 


M -A HN, 


Conſidered as an INDIVIDUAL. 
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SECTION I. 
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CONSIDERATION. 


OMMUNE with thyſelf, O 
man ; and conſider wherefore 
thou wert made, 


Conteinplate thy powers, contem- 

plate thy wants and thy connections; 
| lo ſhalt thou diſcover the duties of 
life, and be directed in all thy ways. 


Proceed not to ſpeak or to act, 
before thou haſt weighed thy words, 
and examined the tendency of eve 
ſtep thou ſhall take: ſo ſhall diſgrace 
fly far from thee, and in thy houſe 
ſhall ſhame be a ſtranger; repentance 


ſhall not viſit thee, nor forrow dwell 
upon thy cheek. 


The theughtleſs man bridleth not 
his tongue; he ſpeaketh at random, 


and is entangled in the fooliſhneſs of 
his own words. 


B 2 As 


11 
As one that runneth in hafte, and 
leapeth over a fence, may fall into a 
pit which he doth not fee; ſo is the 
man that plungeth ſuddenly into any 


action, before he hath conſidered the 
conſequences thereof. 


Hearken therefore unto the voice 
of Conſideration; her words are the 


words of Wiſdom; and her paths 
Mall lead thee to ſafety and truth. 


S E C- 


3 
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MODEST. 


"HO art thou, O man, that 

pretumeſt on thine own i- 

dom? or wav doſt thou vaunt thy - 
elf wn thine own 7.cquirements? 

The firit ſtep towards being wile, is 

to know that thon art 1; gnorant; and 

if thou wouldſt be cf: Bae in the 

judgment of others, calt off the folly 

of teeming wile in thine own conccit. 

As 2 pfui. 1 garment beſt adorneth 


a beautiful woman, ſo a decent be- 


hav:our is the greatelt ornament of 


wiſdom. 


The ſpeech of a 1 man 21v- 
eth luſtre to truth; and the diſpdence 
of his words excuſeth his error. 

He ſrelie th not on his own wiſdom; 
he weigheth the counſels of a friend, 
and receiveth the benefit thereof. 

He turneth away his ear from his 

own praiſe, and believeth it not; he 
is the laſt in diſcovering his own per- 
fections. 


33 "Pau. 


© 
Yet, as a vell addeth to beauty; 
ſo are his virtues ſet off by the 
ſhad2 which his modeſty caſteth up- 


on them. 


But behold the vain man, and 
obſerve the arrogant; he clotheth 
himſelf in rich attire, he walketh 
in the public ſtreet, he caſteth 
round his eyes, and courteth ob- 
ſervation. 

He toſſeth up his head, and over- 
looketh the poor; he treateth his in- 
feriors with inſolence, and his ſupe- 
riors in return look down on his 
pride and folly with laughter. 

He deſpiſeth the judgment of 
others; he relieth on his owa opini- 
on, and is confounded. 

He is puffed up with the vanity 
of his imagination; his delight is to 
hear and to ſpeak of himſelf all the 
day long. 

He ſwalloweth with greedineſs his 
own praiſe; and the flatterer in re- 
turn eateth him up. 


58 EC- 
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SECTION II. 
„ 
—_— the days that are paſt are 


gone for ever, and thoſe that are 


to come may not come to thee; it 


behoveth thee, O man, to employ 
the preſent time, without regretting 
the loſs of that which is paſt, or too 


much depending on that which 1s to 


come, 
This inſtant 1s thine; the next 13 


in the womb of futurity, and thou 


knowelt not what it may bring forth. 

Whatſoever thou reſolveſt to do, 
do it quickly: defer not till the 
evening what the morning may ac- 
compliſh. 

Idleneſs is the parent of want 5 
of pain: but the labour of virtue 
bringeth forth pleaſure. 

The hand of diligence defeateth 
want; proſperity and ſucceſs are the 
induſtrious man's atttendaats. 
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Who is he that hath acquired 
wealth, that hath riſen to power, 
that hath clothed himlelt with ho- 
„our, that is ſpoken of in the city 
with praiſe, and that ftandeth before 
the king in his council? Even he 
that hath ſhut out Idleneſs fron hs 
houſe; and hath fard unto Sloth, 
1 how art mine enemy. 

He riteth up carly, and lieth 
down late; lie exerciſeth his mind 
with contemplation, ana his body 
with action; and preſerveth the 
health vf both. 5 


The flothful man is a burden to 
himſelf, his hours hang heavy on 
his head; he loitereth about; and 
knoweth not what he would do. 

His days paſs away like the ſhadow 
of a cloud; and he leaveth behind 
lin no mark for remeinbrance. 

His body is diſeaſed for want of 
cxerciie; he wiſheth for action, but 
hath not power to move. His mind 
is in darkneſs; his thoughts are con- 
fuſed : he longeth for knowledge, 
but hath no application. He would 


eat. 


1 


eat of the almond, but hateth the 
trouble of breaking the ſhell. 

His houſe is in diforder; his fer- 
vants are waſteful and riotous; and 
he runneth on towards ruin: he ſceth 
it with his eyes; he keareth it with 
his cars; he ſhaketh his head, and 
wiſbeth; but hath no reſolution : 


till ruin cometh upon him like a 


whirlwind : and ſhame and repen- 
tance deſcend with him to the grave. 
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F thy ſoul thiriteth for honour, | it 
thy car hath any pieaſure in the 
voice of praije, raile thyſelf from the 
duſt whereof thou art made, and 
exalt thy aim to ſomething that is 
braiſe-worthy. 

The oak that now ſpreadeth its 
branches towards the heavens, was 
once but an acorn in the bowels of 
the earth. 

Endeavour to be firſt in thy cal- 
ling, whatever it be; neither let any 
one go belore thee in well doing: 
r do not envy the merits 
of another, but improve thine own 

talents. 

Scorn allo to depreſs thy compe- 
titor by diſhoneſt or unworthy me- 
thods; ſtrive to raiſe thyſelf above 
him only by excelling an ſo ſhall 
thy contelt for ſuperiority be crown - 
ed with honour, if not with fucccis. 


By 


TT 

By a virtuous emulation the ſpi— 
rit of man is exalted within him; 
he panteth after fame, and rejoiceth 
as a racer to run his courſe. 

He riſeth like the palm tree in 
fpite of oppreſſion; and, as an eagle 
in the firmament of heaven, he ſoar- 
eth aloft, and fixeth his eye upon the 
glories of the ſun. 

The examples of eminent men are 


in his viſions by night; and his 


delight is to follow them all the day 
long. 
Ee ſormech great deſigns; he re- 


joiceth in the execution thereof; and 


his name goeth forth to the ends of 
the world. 


But the heart of the envious man 


is eall and bi:terneſs; his tongue | 


pitteth venom; the ſucceſs of his 
neighbour breaketh his reſt, 
He fitteth in his cell repining; and 
dne goad that happeneth to another, 
to him an evil, 
latred and malice feed upon his 
heart; and there is no reſt in him. 


„ He 
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He feeleth in his ov. n breaſt no 
love oi yrvodneſs; and therefore be- 
l:ieveth his neighbour is like unto 


hin ſelf. 


who excel him; and putteth an evil 
interpret ation on all their doings. 

Hie lieth on the watch, and medi- 
tates miſchief; but the deſtination of 


2 ſpider in his own web, 


tic endeavours to depreciate thoſe 


man purſueth him; he is cruſhed 2 


+ — 
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SL. 
SECTION--Y. 
PRUDENCE. 


"EAR the words of Prudence; 
give heed unto her counſels, 
and ſtore them in thine heart. Her 
maxims are univerſal; and all the 
Virtues lean upon her; ſhe is the 


guide, and the miſtreſs, of human 
iffe, 


Put a bridle on thy t. tongue; {et a 
guide before thy lips; leſt the words 


ol thine own mouth deſtroy thy 


ACACC, 


Let him that ſcoffeth at the lame, 
cake care that he halt not himſelf; 
whoſoever ſpeaketh of another's fail- 
ings with pleaſure, ſhall hear of his 
aun with ſhame, 


Of much ſpeaking cometh repen- 
cance; but in ſilence 1 1s ſafety. 


A talkative man 1s 4 nuiſance to 
tociety ; the ear is ſick of his bab- 


ling; 
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ling; the tarrent of his words over- 
W hetme th converſation. 


Boaſt not of thyſelf, for 1 ic ſhall 


bring contempt upon thee ; neither 


deride another, for it 1s dangerous. 


A bitter jeſt is the poiſon of 
friendſhip; and he who reſtrains not 
his tongue, ſhall live 1n trouble, 


Furniſh thyſelf with the accom- 
modations proper to thy condition, 


yet ſpend not to the utmoſt of what 


thou canſt afford, that the providence 
of thy youth may be a comfort to 


thy old age. 


Avariceis the parent of evil deeds; 


but frugality is the ſure * of 
our virtues. 


Let thine own buſineſs engage thy 


attention; leave the care of the ſtate. 


to the governors thereof, 


Let not thy recreations be expen- 
five; leſt the pain of purchaſing 


them exceed the pleaſure thou haft 


in their enjoyment. 
Neither 
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Neither let proſperity put out tlie 
eyes of circumſpection, nor abun- 
dance cut off the hands of frugality : 


he that too much indulgeth in the 
ſuperfluities of life, ſhall live to la- 


ment the want of its neceſſaries. 


Truſt no man, before thou haſt 
tried him; yet miſtruſt not without 


reaſon; it is uncharitable. 


But when thou haſt proved a man 
to be honeſt, lock him up in thine 
heart as a treaſure; regard him as a 
jewel of ineſtimable price. 


Receive not the favours of a mer- 


cenary man; nor join in friendſhip 


with the wicked; they ſhall be ſnares 
unto thy virtue, and bring grief to 
thy ſoul. 


U!e not to-day, what to-morrow 


may want; neither leave that to ha- 


-ard, which forelight may provide 
'Or, or care prevent. 


From the experience of others do 
thou learn wiſdom; and from their 
Ailings correct thine own faults. 


Let 
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Yet expect not even from pru- 
dence infallible tucceis; fo tu day 
know. th not what the rar nay 
brit forth. 


The fool is not always unfort,, 
nate, nor the wiſe man always ſuc- 
ceſsful: yet never had fool a tho- 
rough enjoyment, never was a wiſe 
man wholly unhappy, 


1 
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$S$ECTTION-vi 
FORTITUDE 


ERILS, and miaforrunes, anc] 

Want, ad pain, and injury, 
are the lot of every man Wo com- 
eth into che World. 


It behoveth tlice, therefore, early 
to fortify thy mind with courage and 


patience; that thou mayeſt ſupport 


with reſolution thy allotted portion 
of calamity. 


As the camel beareth labour, and 
heat, and hunger, and thirſt, thro' 
deſerts of ſand, and fainteth not; ſo 


à man of fortimde ſhall ſuſtain his 


virtue through perils, and diſtreſs, 


A noble ſpirit diſdaineth the ma- 
lice of fortune: his greatneſs of foul 
is not to be caſt down. 


His 


1 


His happineſs dependeth not on 
her ſmiles, and therefore with her 
frowns he ſhall not be diſmayed. 


As a rock in the fea he ſtandeth 
firm; and the daſhing of the waves 
diſturbeth him not. 


He raiſeth his head like a tower on 


an hill; and the arrows of fortune 


drop at his feet. 


In the inſtant of danger, the cou- 
rage of his heart ſuſtaineth him; and 


the ſteadineſs of his mind beareth 


him out. 


He meeteth the evils of life, as a 
man that goeth forth unto battle: and 
returneth with victory in his hand. 


Under the preſſure of misfortunes, 
his calmneſs alleviates their weight; 


and by his conſtancy ke ſhall ſur- 


mount them. 


But the daſtardly ſpirit of a timo- 
rous man betrayeth him to ſhame, 


By 


* 
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By ſhrinking under poverty, he 
ſtoopeth down to meanneſs; and by 
tamely bearing inſults, he avid 
* 


As a reed is ſhaken with the 


breath of the air; ſo the ſhadow of | 


evil maketh him tremble. 


In the hour of danger he is embar- 
raſſed, and confounded ; in the day 
of misfortune he ſinketh, and def pair 


overwhelmeth his ſoul. 


1 
EK ER 
SECTION vn. 
CONTENTMENT. 


*ORGET not, O man, that thy 
ſtation on earth is appointed by 
the wiſdom of the Eternal; who 
Eno eth thy heart; who ſeeth the va- 
nity of all thy withes; and who often 
in mercy denieth thy requeſts. 


Yet for all reaſonable deſires, for 
all honeſt endeavours, his benevo- 
lence hath eſtabliſhed, in the nature 
ol things, a probability of ſucceſs. 


The unecaſineſs thou feeleſt, the 
misfortunes thou bewaileſt; behold 
the root from whence they ſpring, 


even thine own folly, thine own 


pride, thine own diſtemper'd fancy. 


Murmur not therefore at the diſ- 
penſations of God; but correct thine 
own heart: neither ſay within thyſelf, 
If I had wealth, power, or leiſure, 


L ſhould 


L 
| 
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T ſhould be happy; for know, they 
all bring to their ſeveral] poſſeſſors 
their 8 inconveniences. 


The poor man ſeeth not the vexa- 
tions 1. anxieties of the rich; he 
fceleth not the difficulties and per- 


plexities of power; neither knoweth 


he the weariſomeneſs of leiſure; and 
therefore it is he that repineth at his 
own lot. 


But envy not the appearance of 
happineſs in any man; for thou 
knoweft not his ſecret griefs. 


To be ſatisfied with a Uittle, is the 
greateſt wildom: and he who increaſ- 


 eth his riches, increaſeth his cares; 


but a contented mind 1s a hidden 
treaſure, and a guard from trouble. 


Yer, if thou ſuffereſt not the blan- 
diſhments of thy fortune to rob thee 
of juice, ur temperance, or charity, 


or modeſty, even riches themſelves 


ſhall not make thee unhappy. 


( 22 ) 


But hence ſhalt thou learn, that 
the cup of felicity, pure and unmix- 
ed, is by no means a draught for 
mortal man. 


Virtue is the race which God hath 
ſet him to run, and happineſs the 
goal; which none can arrive at, till 
he hath finiſhed his courſe, and re- 
ceived his crown in the manſions of 
8 
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SECTION VIII. 
TEMPERANCE. 


= neareſt approach thou canſt 
make to happineſs on this ſide 
the grave, is to enjoy from Heaven 


health, wiſdom, and peace of mind. 


Theſe bleſſings if thou poſſeſſeſt, 
and wouldſt preſerve to old age, a- 


void the allurements of Yoluptuou/- 


eſs, and fly from her temptations. 
When the ſpreadeth her delica- 


cies on the board, when her wine 
ſparkleth in the cup, 
ſmileth upon thee, and 
thee to be joyful and happy; then is 
the hour of danger, then let Rea- 


when ſhe 
perſuadeth 


ſon ſtand firmly on her guard. 


For, if thou hearkeneſt unto the 
words of her adverſary, thou art de- 


ceived and betrayed. 
The joy which ſhe promiſeth, 


echangetk to madneſs; and her enjoy- 
ments lead on to diſeaſes and death. 


Look 


| 
IF 


| 
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Look round her board, caſt thine 
eyes upon her gueſts, and obſerve 
thoſe who have been allured by her 
imiles, who have hſtened to her 
temptations, 

Are they not meagre ? arc they not 
ſickly? are they not © ſpiritleſs? 

Their ſhort hours of jollity and 
riot are followed by tedious days of 
pain and dejection; ſhe hath debauch- 
ed and palled their appetites, that 
they have now no reliſh for her nicelt 
da'nties; her votaries are become her 
victims; the juſt and natural conſe- 
quence which God hath ordained, in 
the conſtitution of things, for the pu- 
niſhment of thoſe who abuſe his gifts. 


But who 1s ſhe, that with graceful 
ſteps, and with a lively air, trips over 
vonder plain? 

The roſe bluſneth cn her cheeks; 
the ſweetneſs of the morning breath- 
eth from her lips; joy, tempered with 
innocence and modefty, ſparkleth 
in her eyes; and from the chearful- 


neſs of her heart, ſhe ſingeth as ſhe 
walks. 


Her 
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Her name is Health; ſhe is s 
daughter of Exerciſe, who beg: | 
npon Temperance: then tons inhabit 
the mountains that Mretch over the 


northern regions of Sau . 


They are brave, active, and live- 
ly; and partake of all the buautics 
ind virtues of their ſitter. 

Vigour . their nerves; 
frength dwelleth in their bones ; 
25 labour is their delight all the 

lay long. | | 

The employments of their father 
excite their appetites, and the repaits 

of their mother refreſh them. 

To combat the paſſions, is their 

delight; to conquer evil hab to, the: r 
7 -lory. 


Their pleaſures are moderate, and 
therefore they endure; their repoic is 


thort, btft ſound and undiſturbed. 
Their blood is pure; their minds 
are ſerene; and the phyfician know- 
eth not the way to their habitations. 
But lafety dwelleth not with the 
ſons of men, neither is iccurity 
found within their gates. 
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Behuld them expoſed to new dan - 
gers from without, while a traitor 
within lurketh to betray them, 

Their health, their fc. ength, their 
beauty and activity, have raiſed de- 
fire in the boſom of «yok i Lede. 

She ftandeth in her bower, ſhe 
courteth their regard, ſhe ſpreadeth 
her temptations. 

Her limbs are ſoft, her air is deli— 
cate, her attire is loote; Wantonnets 
{pc caketn in her ey es, ain; q 01 her bo. 

foins firs Temptation: ſhe beck oneth 
them with her finger; ſhe wooetn 
them witch her looks; and Dy the 
{ro00thneis of her tongue ſhe endea- 

voureth to deceive. 

Ah! ily frown her allurements; 
fon thize cars to her enchanting 
words If thou inceteſt the langu: h- 
ing of her eyes, it thou Mareſt the 
ſoftnets of her voice, if ſhe caſter 
her arms about fnce, ſhe bindert 
thee in chiins fur ever. 


Shame followeth, and diſeaſe, and 


want,and care, ai repentance. 


_ 
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Enfeebled by Dallianee, with 
Luxury pampered, and ſoften d by 
Sloth, ſtrength ſhall forfake thy 
limbs, and health thy conſtitution ; 
thy days ſhall be few, and thoſe in- 


vHorious; thy griefs ſhall be many, 


et meet with no © compameen. 
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SECTION I. 
HOPE and FEAR. 
6 & H E promiſes of Hope are 


ſweeter than roſes in the bud, 
2nd far more flattering to- expecta- 


tion; but the threatenings of Fear 


are a terror to the heart. 


Neverthelets, let not hope lore, | 


nor Fear deter thee from doing that 
which is right; fo ſhalt thou be pre- 


pared to meet all events with an 


equal mind. 


The terrors of death are no ter- 
rors to the good: reſtrain thy hand 


from evil, and thy ſoul ſhall have 


nothing to fear, 

In all thy undertakings let a rea- 
{onable aſſurance animate thy endea- 
vours; if thou deipaircit of ſucceſs, 
thou ſhalt not ſuccerd, 

Terrify not thy foul with vain 
fears; neither let thy heart fins 
within thee from the phantoms of 
imagination. 


Fron 


3 


From Fear proceedeth misſor— 
tune; but he that hopeth, helpeth 
himſelf. 

As the oltrich when purſued hid- 
eth his head, but forgetteth his bo- 
dy; ſo the ſoars of a "coward expole 
him to danger, 

If thou believeſt a thing impos 
ſible, thy deſpondency mall make it 


ſo; but he that perſevereth, ſhal! 


overcome all difficulties. 

A vain hope flattereth the heart of 
a fool; but he that 1 1s wiſe, purſueth 
it not. 

In all thy deſires let reaſon go be- 
fore thee; and fix not thy hopes be - 
vond the bounds of probability; ſo 


mall ſucceſs attend thy undertak- 


ings, and thy heart ſhall not be vex- 
ed with diſappointments. 
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SECTION U. 
FOOT end GRIEF. 


ET not thy mirth be fo extra- 
vagant, as to intoxicate thy 
mind; nor thy ſorrow o heavy, as 
to depreſs thy heart: this world at- 
forded no good ſo tranſporting, nor 
infield any evil io ſevere, as ſhould 
raiſe thee far above, or fink thee 
much beneath the balance of mode- 
rattan. 5 
Lo! yonder ſtandeth the houic of 
705 ; It is painted on the outſide, and 
looketh gay; thou may'ſt know it 
by the noiſe of mirth and exultation 
tat iſfugth from it. | 


The miltrets Fandeth at the door, 

nd calleth aloud to all that paſs by: 
the f. 28 ech, and moutet! , and laug tte 
th without ceating, 


She mvitet them to taſte the 


Bicegiuret or e; which, he telleth 
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them, are no where to be found but 
within her roof. 


But enter not thou into her gate, 
neither aſſociate thyſelf with thole 
who frequent her houle 


They call themſelves the fons of 
Joy, they laugh and ſeem delighted; 
but madneſs and folly are in all 
their doings, 


They are link'd with miſchiet 
hand in hand, and their ſteps lead 


down to evil; dangers beſet them 


round about, and the pit of deſtruc- 


tion yawneth beneath their feet, 


Look now on the other ſide; and 
behold in that vale overſhadowed 
with trecs, and hid from the ſight ef 
men, the habitation of Sorrow. 


He boſom heaveth with ſighs; 


her mouth is filled with lamentation; 


ſhe delighteth to dwell on the ſub- 
ject of human miſery. 


She looketh on the common acci- 
dents of life, and weepeth : the 
C 5 weakneſs 
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weakneſs and wickeduets of man is 
the theme of her lips. 


All nature to her teemeth with 


evil; every object ſhe ſecth, is tin 


ged with the gloom of her own 
nnd; and the voice of complaint. 


laddeneth her dwelling day and 


night. 


Come not near her cell; her 


breath is contagious: ſhe will blaſt 
the fruits, and wither the flowers, 


that adorn, and ſweeten, the Sar- 
den of lite, 


In avoiding the houſe of Joy, let 
not thy feet betray thee to the bor- 


ders of this diſmal manſion ; but 


purſue with care the middle Path. 
which ſhall lead thee by a gentle 
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ztcent to the bower of Conlenlincut 


With her dwelleth 2 wit ae Ct 
awcll fafety and tranquillity. T0 
chearful, but not gay; ſhe is ſericus, 
out not grave; fhe vieweth he JOY > 


and the forrows of life with ſiea di- 
nels and ſerenity. 


From 
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From hence, as from an emi- 
nence, ſhalt thou behold the folly 
and the miſery of thoſe, who either, 
led by the gaiety of their hearts. 
take up their abode with the com- 
panions of jollity and riotous mirth; 
or, infected by gloomineſs and me- 
lancholy, from all their days in 


complaining of the woes and cala- 
mities of human life. 


Thou ſhalt view them both with 
pity; and the error of their way: 
ſhall keep thy feet from fraying. 
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SECTION m. 
ü Ex. 


S the whirlwind in its fury tear- 


eth up trees, and deformeth 


the face of nature; or as an earth- 
quake in its convulſions overturneth 
cities: fo the rage of an angry man 
throweth miſchief around him; dan- 
ger and deſtruction wait on his hand. 


But conſider, and forget not, 


thine own weakneſs; fo ſhalt thou 
pardon the failings of others, 


Indulge not thyſelf in the paſſion 
of Anger; it is whetting a lword to 
wound thy own breaft, or murder 


thy friend. 


If thou beareſt ſlight provocations 
with patience, it ſhall be imputed un- 


to thee for wiſdom; and if thou 
wipeſt them from thy remembrance, 


thy heart ſhall feel reſt, thy mind 
all not reproach thee. 


Seeſt 


» bh 


1 
Secit thou nat, that the angry man 
loſech his underſt ending? while thou 


art yet in thy 8 ic. tC niadnels 


of anather be a leon to way tcl. 


Do nothing in thy paſſion; wir 
wilt thou put to fea 18 tlie violenc 
Of a form? | | 


Tf it be diffieult to rule tine 
anger, it is wile to prevent it: avoid 
therefore all occaſions of falling into 
wrath; or guard thyſelf againſt: chem, 
WYENCVCT they occur. 


A fool 15 provolced with inſolent 
ſpeeches; but a wile man laugheth 
cher n to corn. 


i tarbour not revenge in ty breaſt; 
it will torment thy heart. and difco- 
pur its belt inclin aadtions. 


Be always more ready to forgive, 
than to return an injury: he that 
watches for an opportunity of re- 
venge, lies in walt againſt himlelf, 
and draweth down miſchief on his | 
own hea, 


A mild 


1 


A mild anſwer to an angry man, 


like water caſt upon the fire, abateth - 


his heat; and from an enemy he ſhall 
become thy friend, 


Conſider how few things are wor- 
thy of anger; and thou wilt wonder, 
th at any but fools ſhould be wroth. 


In folly or weakneſs it always be- 
ginneth; but remember, and be well 
aſſured, it ſeldom concluderh with- 
out repentance. 


On the heels of Folly treaderh 
Shame; at the back of Anger ſtand- 
eth Remorſe. 
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S bloſſoms and flowers are 
ſtrewed upon the earth by 
the hand of Spring; as the kindnels 
of Summer produceth in pertection 
the bounties of Harveſt: lo the 
ſmiles of Pity ſhed bleſſings on the 
children of Misfortune. 


lle who pitieth another, recom- 


mendeth himſelf; but he who is with- 


aut compaſſion, deſerveth it not. 


The butcher relentetch not at the 
DIcating of the lamb; neicher is the 
noeartof thecruel moved with di ſtreſs. 


But the tears of the compaſſionate 
ire tweeter than dew-drops falling 
om roles on the boſom of the car ch. 


Shut not. thine ear therefore acainlt 
che cries of the poor; neither harden | 


thine heart againſt the calamties of 
the innocent, 


When 
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When the fatherleſs call upon 
thee, when the widow's heart is funk, 


and the imploreth thy aſſiſtance with 


rears of ſorrow; O pity her affliction, 
aud extend thy hand to thoſe who 
have none to help them. 


When thou ſceſt the naked wan- 
derer of the ftreet ſhivering with 
cold, and deſtitute of habitation, let 
bounty open thine Heart; let the 
wings of charicy ſhelter him from 
death, that thine own foul may live. 


Whilſt the poor man groaneth on 


the bed of ſickneſs, whillt the un. 


fortunate languiſh in the horrors of a 


dungeon, or the hoary head ot age 
lifts | up a feeble eye to thee for pity; 
O how canſt tliou riot in ſuperfluous 
enjoyments, regardleſs of their wants, 
untceling of their WOES, 


S E C- 
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Eware, young man, beware the 

allurements of I/antenne/s; and 
let not the harlot tempt thee to her 
delights. 


The madneſs of defire Hat! defeat 
its own purſuits; from the blindnels 
of its rage thou ſhalt ruſh wu de- 
ſtruction. 


Therefore give not up thy heart 
to her ſweet enticements; neither 
ſuffer chy ſoul to be enſlaved * her 

enchanting deluſions, 


The fountain of health, which 
mult {upply the ſtream of pleaſure, 
malt quickly be dried up; and every 
ipring of joy ſhall be exhauſted. 


In the prime of thy life old age 
all overcake thee; thy tun ſhall de- 
cline in the morning of thy days. 

55 
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But when virtue and modeſty en- 


lighten her charnis, the luſtre of a_ 


beautiful woman 1s brighter than the 
ſtars of heaven; and the influence 
of her power it is in vain to reſiſt. 


The whiteneſs of her boſom tran- 
ſcendeth the lilly; her ſmile is more 
delicious than a garden of roſes, 


The innocence of her eye is like 
that of the turtle; ſimplicity and 
truth dwell in her heart. 


The kiſſes of her mouth are ſweet- 
er than honey; the perfumes of Ara- 
bia breathe from her lips. 


Shut not thy boſom to the tender- 


neſs of Love; the purity of its flame 
ſhall ende thine heart, and ſoften 
it to reccive the faireſt im preſſions. 
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IVE. ear, fair daughter of love, 
to the inſtructions of Prudence; 
and let the precepts of Truth fink 
deep in thine heart: fs ſhall the 
charms of thy mind add luſtre to 
thy form; and thy beauty, like the 
role it refemb! eth, ſhall retain its 
wectnels, when its bloom is withered. | 


In the ſpring of thy youth, in the = 
morning of thy days, when the eyes 

of men gaze on thee with delight; | 
ah! hear with caution their alluring ed 
words ; guard well thy heart, nor ö 
liſten to thei r ſoft ſeducements. | 


Remember, thou art made man's 
ealonable companion, not the flave 
of his paſſion, the end of thy being 
is to alliſt him in the toils of life, to 
ſoothe him with thy tenderneſs, and 
recompente his care with foft en- 
dearments. 


Who 
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Who isſhe that winneth the heart 
of man, that ſubqdueth him to love, 
and reigneth in his breaſt? 


Lo! vonder ſhe walketh in maiden 
ſweetneſs, with innocence in het 
ming, and mod-lty on her cheek, 


I Ter hand fecheth employ ment : 
her font dclighteth not in gadding 
abroad. 


She is cloathed with neatneſs; ſhe 
is fed with temperance ; humility 
and meekneſs are as a crown ot 
glory circling her lead, 


On her tongue dwelleth muſic; 


the ſweetneſs of honey floweth from 
her hips... --- 


Decency is in all her words; 
her antwers are mildneſs and truth. 


Suͤbmiſſion and obedience are the 
leſſons of her life; and peace and 
happineſs are her reward. 


Beior. ivr ſteps walketh Pru- 
ge + 1rrue attendeth at her 


1 


Her 
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Her eye ſpeaketh ſoftneſs and 
love; but diſcretion with a [ceptre 
fitteth on her brow. 


The tongue of the licentious is 
dumb in her preſence; the awe of 
her virtue keepeth him filent. 


When fcandal is buſy, and the 
fame of her neighbour is toſſed from 
tongue to tongue, if charity and 
9000 nature open not her mouth, 
the finger of filence reſtetli on her 


lip. 


Her breaſt is the manſion of good- 
neſs; and therefore ſhe luſpeRerh 
no ev1l in others. 


Happy were the man that ſhould 
make her his wife; happy the child 
That mall call her mother. 


She preſideth in the houſe, and 
there is peace; ſhe commandeth with 
judgment, and is obeyed, 


She ariſeth in the morning; ſhe 
conſiders her affairs; and appointec!: 
to * one their proper buſineſs. 


Tle 


wounds of fortune with patience. 
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The care cf her family is her whole 
delight; to that alone "ſhe applieth 
her ſtudy: and elegance with fruga- 
lity is ſeen in her manſion, 


Ihe prudence of her management 
is an honour to her huſband, and he 
heareth her praile with ſilent delight. 


Sie informeth the minds of her 
children with witdom; ſhe faſhion- 


«th their manners from the example 


of her own goodnels, 


The word of her mouth is tlie la 
of her youth; the motion of her eye 
ce mmandeth their obedience. 


She ſpeaketh, and her ſervants 
ty, the pointeth, and the thing is 
done: for the law of love 1s in their 


hearts; her kin{ncis adderh wings 


to their feœt. 


In proſperity ſhe is not puffed 
up; in adverſity the healeth the 
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The troubles of her huſband are 
alleviated by her counſels, and fweet- 
ened by her endearments; he put- 
teth his heart in her boſom, and re- 
ceiveth comfort, 


Happy 1s the man that hath made 
her his wife; happy the child tha: 
calleth her mother. 
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1 unto thyſelf a wife, and 
obey the ordinance of God; 
take unto thyſelf a wite, and become 
a faithful member of ſociety. 

But examine with care, and fix not 
ſuddenly: on thy preſent choice de- 
pends the future happineſs of thee 
and thy poſterity. 
lf much of her time is deſtroyed 
in cirets and aclornments, if ſhe is en- 
1moured with her own beauty, and 


delighted with her own praiſe, if ſhe 


ſaugheth much, and talke h aloud, if 
her foot abideth not in her father's 
houſe, and her eyes with boldneſs 
rove on the faces of men; though her 
beauty were as the ſun in the firma- 
ment of heaven, turn thine eyes from 
ner charms, turn thy feet from her 
paths, and ſuffer not thy foul to be 


enſnared 


the mother of thy children. 


E 
enſnared by the allurements of tity 
imagination. 


But when thou findeſt feniibil:cy 
of heart joined with ſoftneſs of man- 
ners, an accompliſhed mind, with 
form agrecable to thy fancy, Fai. 
her home to thy houſe; the is wor 
thy to be thy friend, thy 8 1 
in life, the wife of thy boſon. 

O cheriſh her as a bleſſing tent tlic 
from heaven; let the kindneſs of thy 
behaviour endear thee to her heart. 

She is the miſtreſs of thy houſe, 


treat her therefore with reſpect, that 


thy ſcrvants may obey her. 
Oppoſe not her inclination without 


caule; the is the partner of thy carcs, 


make her alſo the companion of thy 
pleaſures, 


Reprove her faults with gentle- 


neſs; exact not her obedience with 


rigour. 
"Truſt thy ſecrets in her breaſt; bs 


counſels are fincere; thou malt not 
be deceived. 


Be faithful to her bed; for ſhe is 


1 2 When. 


* 


When pain and ſickneſs aflaulr 
her, let thy tenderneſs ſooth her af- 
fiction: a look from thee of pity 
and love, ſhall allcviate her grief, 
or mitigate her pain; and be of 
more avail than ten phyſicians. 

Conſider the delicacy of her ſex, 
the tenderneſs of her frame; and be 
not ſevere to her weakneſs, but re- 
member thine own imperfections. 
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the being thou haft produced, it 55 
thy duty to us port. 

Upon thee ali it deprns deth, whe- 
ther the child of thy boten ſn: be 
a bleſling or a cv; 15 to WIE a 
vieful or a worthleſs member of the 
community. 

Prepare him with early inſtruc- 
tien, and ſcaſon his mind with the 


maxims of truth. 


Watch the bent of his inclinati- 
on; ſet him right 1 in his youth; and 
let no evil habit gain ſtrengrh wich 
his years. 

So 1:1 he riſe like a cedar on the 
mountaiis; his head ſhall be ſen 


above the trees of the foreſt, 


A wicked ſon is a reproach to his 
father; but he that doth rigar is an 
honour to his grey hairs, 
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The ſhil is thine own, let it not 
Want culu vation; theſced which thou 
owelt, thit alſo ſhalt thou reap, 

reach him obedience, and he ihall 
Livis thee; teach him meceſty, and 
te Hall not be aihamed. 

eich fim's :ratitude, and he ſhall 
receive benefit; teach him charity, 
ang he mall; Zain love. 

Teach him teinperance, and he 
ſalt have ::eaith; teach him pru- 
dcnce, anch fortune mall attend him. 

Teach him juſtire, and he ſhall be 
honoured by the world; teach him 
ſincerity, and his oven heat mall not 
reproach him. 

Teach him diligence, and his 
welch ſhall incre ale; teach him be- 
nevolence, and his mind ſhall be 
exalted. 

teach {im fcience, and his life 
all be uſeiul; teach him religion, 
ind his death {hail be happy. 
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"ROM the creatures of Go let 
man learn wiſdom, and apply 


to himſelf the inſtruction they give. 
Go to the deſert, my ſon; obſerve 


the young ſtork of the wilderneſs: 


let him ſpeak to thy heart. He bear- 
eth on his wings his aged ſire; he 
lodgeth him in lafety, and — 


him with ſood. 


The piety of a child is ſweeter 


than the incenſe of Perſia offered to 


the ſun; yea more delicious than 
odours wafted from a field of Arabi- 
an ſpices by the weſtern gales. 

Be grateful then to thy father, for 
he gave these life; and to thy mo- 
ther, ſor ſne ſuſtained thee. 

Hcar the words of his mouth, for 
they are ſpoken for thy good; give 
ear to his admonition, for it proceed- 
eth from love. ; 

* He 


(56 -3 | 
Y He hath watched for thy welfare, 
| ze hath toiled for thy eaſc; do ho- 
nour therefore to his age, and let . 


not his grey hairs be treated with 
rreverence. | 


| 
Think on thy .elplels infancyv, 
| 
| 
| 


gal the frownrdaets ot thy youth, 
1 and indulge the mtrmitics of thy 


aged Par ents; amit and tupport them 
| n the decline of life. 
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| So ſhall their hoary heads go down 

| | o the grave in peace; and thine own 
| 8 cCgildren, in reverence of thy ex- 
| | 


: ample, ſhall repay wy piety with 
1 filial love. 
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L. are the children of one ta- 

ther, provided for by his care, 

and the brealt of one mother hath 
given you tuck, 


7 the bonds of affection, there- 
fore, unite thee with thy brothers; 
that peace and happineſs may dwell 
in thy father's houſe. 

And, whenye ſeparate in the w orld, 
remember the relation that bindeth 
you to love and unity: prefer not a 
|tranger before thine own biood. 

If thy brother is in adverſity, aſliſt 
him; if thy filter is in trouble, for- 
jake her not. 

So ſhall tlic fortuncs of thy father 
contribute to the ſupport of his whole 
race, andes care be continued to 
you all in „our love to cach other. 


Dis PART 


| BURY F 


PROVIDENCE: 


Accidental Differences of M E N. 


| 


e 
22 222 22 ＋＋＋＋ % 2 . 
SECTION 3 


WIS E and IG.N ORANT. 


HE gifts of r!:c underſtanding 


are the treat "of God; and 

he appointeth to eve ry one his POT - 

tion, in what meature ſcemetli good 
ato himſelf. 

Hath he endowed thee with wil- 
dom? h-th he enlightened thy mind 
vith e the non iedge of truth? com- 
municate it to the ignorant for their 
inſtruction; communicate it to the 
wile for their own improvement. 

True wiſdom is leſs preſumingthan 


folly: the wiſe inan doubteth often, 


and changeth his mind; the fool is 
obſtinate,” and doubrerh not; he 
knoweth all things, but his own 
ignorance 

Tie pride of emptineſs is an abo- 
Minn, and to talk much 15 the 


fool: hnels of foily; : neverthelets it is 


the part of wiſdem to ben ir the im- 


pertinence 
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pertinence of fools; to hear the ir ah- 


turdities wirh patience, and pity their 
weakncts. 

Yet be not puffed up in thine own 
conceit, neither boaſt of ſuperior 
underſtanding; the cleareſt human 
knowledge is but blindneis and folly. 

The wife man tecleth his unper— 
fections, and is hum led, he labour 
eth in vain for his own approbation. 
But the fool pecpeth in the ſhalloy, 
ſtream of his own mind, and is plea- 
Jed with the pebbles that he ſeth at 
rhe bottom: he bringeth then up, 
and ſheweth them as pearls; and 
with the applauſe of his brethren 
dclighteth he himſelf. 

Ile boaſteth of attainments in 
things of no worth; but where it is 
2 ſhame to be i ignorant, there he hat! 
no underſtanding. 

Even in the paths of wiſdom he 
roileth after folſy; and ſhame and 
diſappointment are the reward of 

his labour. | 
But the wiſe man cultivateth his 
mind with knowledge; the improve- 
ment. 
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ment of arts is his delight; and their 


utility to the public crowneth him 
with honour. 

Nevertheleſs, the attainment of 
virtue he accounteth as the higheſt 
lcarniug; and the ſcience of happi- 


nels is the _ of his life. 
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R I C H and P 0 OR. 


HE. man ta whom God hath 
given riches, and a mind to 
employ them arizht, is peculiarly 
favoured, and hig u diſtinguiſhed. 
He looketh on his wealth with 


_ pleaſure; becauſe it affordeth him 
the means to do good. 


He protecteth the poor, that are 


— injured; he ſuffereth not the mighty | 


to oppreſs the weak. 
He ſec ceth out objects of compaſ- 
ſion; he Inquire th into their wants; 
he relieveth then; with judgment, 
and withour oſtencacion 
He aſſiſteth and wardeth merits; 


he encourageth ingenuity, and libe- 


rally promoteth every uſeful deſign. 
He ca rieth on great works; his 
country is inriched; and the labourer 
isemployed; he {-,r meth newſchemcs, 
and the arts receive improvement. 


He | 
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He confſidcreth the ſuperfluitics 
of his table as beionging to the poor, 
and he defraudeth them not. 

The benevolence of his mind eis 


not checked by his fortune, Here 
joiceth therefore in riches, and Eis 
Joy 1s blamcleſs. 


But woe unto him that heapeth 


wp wealch in abundance, and rejoi- 
ceth alone in the poſſeſſion thercof. 


That grindeth the face of the 
Poor, and conſidereth not the ſweat 


&f 1. 1cir brows. 


He thriveth on oppreſſion with- 
out feeling: the ruin of his brother 
diſturbeth him not. 

The tears of the orphan he drink- 
eth as milk: the cries of the Widow 
are mulic to his ear 

His heirt is hardened 3 the 
love of wealth; no griet or diſtreſ. 
can make impreſſion upon it. 

But the curſe of iniquity purfueth 


him; ne hveth in continual fear. 


The anxiety of his mind, and the 
rapacious defires of his own ſou}, 
take vengeance upon him, for the 
Calemiuitics 
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ilamities he hath brought uo}. 
Athers. 


1 


O! what are the miſeries of po. 
verty, in compariſon with the gnaw- 
s of Gs man's heart! 


Let the poor man comfort him— 
li yea, rejoice; for he hath wany 
reaſons, 

He ſitteth dawn to his morſel in 
Peace; his table is not crowded with 


flatterers and devourcrs. 


He is not embarraſſed with TR 
pendants, nor teaſed wich the cla- 
ours of fulicitation, | 

Debarr'd from the dainties of the 
rich, he eſcapeth alſo their diſeaſes. 


The bread that he eateth, it is not 


(weet to his taſte; the water he 
drinketh, itis not pleaſanttohis thirſt? 
by far more delicious than the rich- 


el} draughts of the luxurigus. 


His labour preſerveth his health, 
and produceth him a repoſc, to hic! 
the downy bed of Noth 1s a ſtranger. 


He limireth his defires with kumi- 


lity; and the calin of contentment 1s 


ſweeter 


* 
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:weeter to his foul than the acquire- 
ments of wealth and grandeur. 

Let not the rich therefore pre- 
ſume on his riches, ner the poor de- 
jpond in his poverty: for the provi- 
dence of God diſpenſeth happineſs to 
them both; and the diſtribution 
thereof 1s more equally made, thai, 
the fool can believe. | 
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SECTION HI; 
MASTERSandSERFVANTS. 
R“ PIN E. not, O man, that thou 


ſerveſt another: it is tie ap- 
pointment of God, and hath many 
advantages; it removerh thee ftom 
the cares and folicitudes of life. 
The honour of a ſervant is his 
fidelity; his higheſt virtues are ſub- 


- miſſion and obedience, 


Be patient therefore under the re- 

proofs of thy maſter; and when he 
rebuketh thee, anſwer not again: 
the ſilence of thy reſignation ſhal] 


not be forgotten. 


Be ſtudious of his intereſts; ve di- 
ligent in his affairs; and faithful to 
the truſt which he repoſcth in thee. 
I'hy time and thy labour belong 


unto him; defraud him not thereot, 


for he payeth thee for them. 

And thou who art a muſter, be 
juſt to thy ſervant, if thou expecteſt 
fidelity; be reaſonable in thy com- 
mands, if thou cxpectett obedience. 

PRE: 
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The ipirit of a man 1s in iat, le- 
verity and rigour, which create fear, 
cominand his love. 

Mix kindneſs with reprog:, and 
reaſon with authority; fo ihn! ty 
RIO Ions take place in * CUTS 
ans his duty mall ecmc k!. 
Lutc. 

Ile ſhall ſerve thee ſalthſully 110 * 
gratitude; he mall obey thee cheat 
tully from love; 3 fail not thou 
in return to give his diligence and 
lG lity their quſt card. 
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Thou, the favourite of heaven, 
whom the ſons of men, thy 
equals, have raiſed to ſovereign pow- 
er, and ſet as a ruler over themiclves: 
conſider the ends and importance of 
their truſt, far more than the digni— 
ty and height of thy ſtation. 
Thou art clothed in purple; thou 
«rt ſeated en a throne; the crown of 
:najeity inveſteth thy temples; the 


.ceptre of power is placed in thy 


hand: but not for thyſelf were theſe 
enſigus given; not meant for thy 
own, but the good of thy kingdom. 

The glory of a King 1s the wel- 


fare of his people; his power and do- 


minion reſteth on clic hearts of his 
ſubjects. 
The mind of a great prince is ex- 
alted with the gr andeur of hus ſitua- 
tion ; 
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tion; he revolveth higk things, and 


ſcarcheth tor buſineſs worthy of his 
wer. 

Elie calleth rogerh zer the wile men 
of his Kinzdoem: he -ontuiteth a- 
among!t thein with ir.elom, and 
heareth the oje ok thei all 

He looks 4 ms his people 
With qiicermme al; tic .lcovercth the 
abilities omen, aud employeth them 
according to their n.crits 

lis magiſtrates ate juſt; his mini- 
iters are wiſe; and the favourite of 
his boſom deceive tl him not. 

He finleth on the arts, and they 


flouriſh; the ferences improve be- 


neath the culture of his hand. 


With the learned and ingenious he 
delighteth himtelf; he kindleth in 


their brealt: emulation; and the glo- 
ry of his kingdom is exalted by their 
lahours. 

The ſpirit of the merchant, who 
extendeth his commerce, the ik11l 
of the farmer, who enricheth his 
lands, the ingenuity of the artiſts, the 
improvements of the icholar, all 

thele 
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1 
theſe he honoureth wirh his favour, 
or rewardeth with his bounty. 

He planteth new colentes; he 
buildeth ſtrong ſhips; he opencth 
rivers for convenience; he forineth 
harbours for lafety; his people 
abound in riches; and the ſtrength 
of his kingdom increaſeth. 

He frameth his ſtatutes with equ:- 
ty and wikdom; his ſubjefts enjoy 
the fruits of the labour | in fecu ity, 
and their happineſs conſiſts in their 
oblervance ot tie lu. 

tle foundeth his judgements on 
the principles « of mercy; but in the 
puniſhment of offenders he is Hrict 
and impartial, 

[His ears are open to the com- 
plaints of his ſubjects; he reftraineth 
the hand of oppreſſors; and deliver- 
eth them from tl:cir tyranny, 


H:s people therefore look up to 
LIM as a father: with reverence and 
love; they conſider him as the guar- 
ian of all they enjoy. 

Their affection unto him beget- 
teth in his breaſt a love of the pub- 


lic; 


2 


lic; the ſecurity of their happinecſ-⸗ 
is the object of his care. 

No murmurs againſt him ariſe in 
their hearts; the machinations of 


his enemies endanger not his ſtate. 


His ſubjects are faithful and firm 
in his cauſe; they ſtand in his de- 
tence as a wall of braſs. The army 
of his enemy flieth before them as 
chaff before the wind. 

Security and peace bleſs the dwel. 
lings of his people; and glory and 
ſtrengthencircle his throne for ever. 
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V rants, when thot! behold 


thy imperfections, acknowledge hi: 
god. deR. O man! who honoured 
thee with rcaſhn, endowe.! thee wis 
pecch, and placed ther in ioviety 
to receive and confer rec proc 
helps and mutual ohligations. 

Thy food, thy cloatlung, thy con-: 
renience of habitution, hy rrotec- 
tion from tlie inſurie: „ thy FRIOF- 
nent of the comforts ani the DIC: 
ures of life, thou owelt to The 
liſtance of others; and content 

-njoy but in the bands of 1 

It is thy duty thererefore to be 
friendlv to mankind, as it is thy in- 
tereſt that men ſhout, | be iriendly to 
thee. 

As the roſe breatketh frweetneis 
from its own nature, fo the heart of 


F-1 4 benevolent 


TE * þ F. XN thou coriidercit EY 
! 


U 
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t bencvolent man produceth go 
01 KS. 

tHe enjoyerh the: eaſe and tran- 
1 oi his own breaſt; and re- 
'OLE th! 111 th C app nels a 0 100 Prolp 2 — 
ty of his neighhour 

Tie op cne th not his car unto flan- 
nen give pain to his heart. 

is dehre is to do good, and he 
carcheth out the occafions thereof : 
n 7emoving the opprefion of ano- 
ther he relicveth himſelf. 

rom tlie jargenels of his rind 
he comprchendeth in his viſhes the 
happincts of all men; and from the 
cencerofity „f his heart he chdeavour- 
eth to pronjdte It. 


der; the faults and the farlings ol - 


* 
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Rerp the dearrs oi tun heart, 
rzerciore; Kin the bounds oc mas 
deration; let the kand of jultice lead 
them aright. 8 

Caft not an evil eye on the goods 
of thy 3 let whatever is 


— 


his properts, be facred from thy 
touch. | 


Let not temptation allure, nor any 
provocation excite thee to lift up thy 
hand to the hazard of his life, 


8 nim not in his character; 
Leur no falle witneſs againſt him. 
Corru: Dt not his e 00 cheat 


or forſake him; and the wife of his 
Lolom, O tempt not to fin, 


E 3 e 


'Twill be a grief to his heart, 
which thou canſt not relicve; an in- 
zury to his lite, winch to reparatian 
Can-GtoRce 


In thy dealings with: Men be im- 
partial and Juſt; and do unte them, 
as thou wouldſt they mould do un- 
to thee. 


Be faithful to thy truſt; and de— 
ceive not the man who rcheth upon 


thee: be aſſured, tis leſs in the fo oht 


of God to ſteal, than to hetray, 


Oppreſs not the poor, and defraud 
not of his hire the labouring man. 


When thou ſelleſt for gain, hear 


the whiſperings of Conſcience ; and 
be ſatished with moderation: nor 


trom the ignorance of the buyer 


make advantage to thyſelf. 


Pay the debts which thou oweſt ; 


tor he who gave thee credit, relied 


upon thy honour; and to withold 


from him his due, is both mean and 
unzuſt. 


Finallv. 


1 

Finally, O ſon of ſociety, examine 
thy heart; call remembrance to thy 
aid: and, if in any of theſe things 
thou findeſt thou haſt tranſgreſſed, 
take forrow and ſhame to thyſelf; 
and make ſpeedy reparation to the 
utmoſt of thy power. 
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APPY is the man who hath 

flown in his brealt the ſeeds of 
henevolence; the produce thereot 
fall be charity and love, 

From the fountain of his heart 
hall riſe rivers of goodneſs; ana the 
kreams ſhall overflow for che Lenctit 
ol mankind, 

He allifteth the poor in their trou- 
bie; he rejoiceth in furthering the 
prolperity of all men. 

Fic cenſureth not his neighbour; 
le believeth not tne tales of envy 
and malevolence; neither repearcth 
e tocit Hanclers | 

Lie tore TVET the in; zurtes of ren; 
ne wiper! . o; = * s tremem- 
SL revene and malice have no 


1 * 1 . a ' * 22 * \ | . 3 | 

evt einern no eu de 
* % 8 — * . Ky wu ' 0 0 * » ® 8 * f 3633 
IXeth net ever his enen les; but re- 
e e e with friendly 
Jute nell Haftet WAUYS nende 7 
AYCTPLO 18 161 On 


The 


E 


the gricts and anxieties of men 
xcite his compaſſion; he endeavour- 


eth to alleviate the weight of their 
misfortunes; and the pleaſure of 


tuccels rewardeth his labour. 

Le calmeth the fury, he healeth 
the quarreis of angry men; and 
preventeth the miſchiefs of ſtrife 
and animoſity. 

He promoteth in his neighbour- 
hood peace and good will; and his 
name 1s repeated with praiſe and be- 

edictions. 
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A 5 the branches cf a tree return 
their fap to the Root, from 


whence it aroſe ; as a river poureth 


His ſtreams to the ſea, whence his 


pring was {upply'd; fo the heart of 


a grateful man delighteth in return- 
Eng abeneft received. 

le acknowledocth his obligation 
with chearfulneſs; he looketh on 


ins benefactor with love and eſteem. 


And, if to return be not in his 
power, he nouriſheth the memory of 
if in his breaſt with kindnels: he 
torpetteth it not all the days of hi. 
lie. 

The hand of the generous man 1: 
like the clouds of heaven, which drop 
upon the earth fruits, herbage, and 
towers : the heart of the ungrateiul 
5like a deſert of tand, which ſwal- 
1O0Weth with greedincls the ſhowers 
that fall, but burieth them in its bo- 
am, and proguceth nothing. 


Fnvy 


(-.93: 3 


Envy not thy benefaftor ; neithe; 
itrive to conceal the henefit he hath 
conferr'd : for, though to oblige is 
better than to be obliged, though the 
act of generoſity commanded admi- 
ration ; yet thehumility of gratitude 
toucheth the heart, and is amiable in 
the ſight both of God and man. 

But receive not a favor from the 
hand of the proud; to the ſelfiſh and 
1varitious have no obligation : the 
vanity of Pride ſhall expoſe thee ro 
ſhame ; the greedinels of Avarice 


Hall never be ſatisfy d. 
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{ Thou that art enatnour'd with 
the beauties of Truth, and halt 
;rxed thy heart on the ſunp city of 
ner charms, hold faſt thy ftictelity un— 
ro her, anch tortake her not: the con 
Fancy of thy virtue hall crown thee 
with horour. 5 
he tonguc of the ſincere is rœot- 
i in his heart; hypocrity and dec eit 
"ed no place in his worchs, 
| He blüſheth at Fal food, and 
nfounded; but in ſpeaking the 
truth le hath a fteady eye. 
le lupp „tech as a man tlie digni— 
ty of his ch rafter ; to the arts of 
% rity ke ſcorneth to ſtoop. | 
He ie confiltent with himielf; he 
s ever CN arralsd; he hath cou- 
ragt in truth, but to lie he's afraid. --4 
Ele is far above the meanneſs of 
diſſwulat. n; the words of his 
ouch arc ihe thoughts of his hrart. 


Yet 
Jo's 


N33 


Yer with prudence and caution lie 
openeth his lips; he ftudieth what 
right, and ſpeaketh with diſcretion. 
le adviſeth in friendſhip ; he re- 
zroveth with freedom; and whatſo- 
ever he promiſeth, thall turely be 
performed, | 


But the heart of the hypocrite js 
11d in his breaſt. He matketh his 
words in the ſemblance of truth, 
while the bufinets of his life is only 
19 deceive. 

He laugheth in ſorrow ; he weep- 
eth in joy; and the words of his 
mouth have no interpretation, 

He worketh in the dark as amole, 
an fancieth he 1s fafe ; hut he blun- 
ereth into light, and is expos'd to 
full view with his dirt on his head. 

He paſſeth his days in perpetual 
gonſtraint; his tongue and his heart 
are for eve: at variance, 

He laboureth for the character of 
x righteous man; and huggeth him- 
elf in the thoughts of his cunning. 


O Foo!, 


( 86 ) 


O Fool, Fool! the Pains which 
thou takeſt to hide what thou art, 
are more than would make thee what 
thou wouldſt feem : the children of 
wiſdom ſhall mock at thy cunning 
and when thy diſguiſe is {tripped of 5 


the finger of deriſion ſhall point thee 
to ſcorn, 
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HERE is but one God, the 

author, the creator, the go. 
vernor of the world, almighty, cter- 
aal, and incomp rehenfible. 


The ſun is not God, cho his noble. 
mage. He enlig kienerh the world 
with his brightnels; his warmth giv- 
eth life to the products of the earth: 
admire him as the creature, the 1n- 
{rument of God; bur worſhip him 
not. 


To the One, who is fupreme, moſt 
wiſe, and beneficent, and to him 
alone, belong worthip, adoration, 
thankigiving, and praile. 


Who hath ſtretched forth the 
heavens with his hand; who hath 
deſcribed with his finger the courſes 
Of tlie ſtars. 

Who ſetteth bounds to the occan, 

WILLCH it cannot pals; and ſaith unto 
Ee ſtormy Winds, Be {til}. 


Who 


3, 


w ho ſhak th t! > carth, and the 
nations tremble; who darteth his 
lightuings, and the wicked are di- 
nayed 

Who callethi forth worlds by the 
word of his mouth; who ſmiteth 


with his arm, and they fink into 


nothing. 


« O reverence the majeſty of the 
* 0 nnipotent and tempt not his 
anger, leſt thou be deſtroyed.” 


The providence of God is over 
all his works; he ruleth and direct- 


cth with infinite wildom. 


He hach inſtituted laws for the 
government of the world; he hath 
_ wonderfuily varied ch in all 
beings; md each, by his nature, 
conformet. to is will. 


In the depth of his mind he re- 
volveth all knowledge; the ſecrets 
oc futurity lie open before him. 


The thoughts of thy heart are na- 


ked to his view; he knoweth thy de- 


derminations befor: they are made. 
Wits 


13 


Wich relpe&t to his preſcience 
there is nothing contingent; with 
reſpect to his providence there is no- 
thing accidental. RE 


Wonderful he is in all his ways; 
his counſels are inſerutable; the man- 
ner of his knowledge tranſcendeth 
thy conception. 


© Pay, therefore, to his wiſdom all 
honour and veneration; and bow 
down thyſelf in humble and ſub- 
miſſive obedience to his ſupreme 
« direction.“ 


* 


0 


A 


ce 


The Lord is gracious and benefi- 
cent; he hath created the world in 
mercy and love, 5 


is goodneſs is conſpicuous in all 
his works; he is the fountain of ex- 
cellence, the centre of perfection. 


The creatures of his hand declare 
nis goodnels, and all their enjoy- 
nents ſpeak his praiſe: he cloatheth 
them with beauty, he ſupporteth 
them with food; he preſerveth them 

e with 


( 4 ) 
with 4 nts fro: 1 generation to: 


we liſt up our eyes to the ea. 
vens, [11s glory 1 noch targa; We 
_calt them down upon it = darth, 't 15 
full of i nis 0.00 NEiS; the Hils anch te 
vallies rejoice and ling; feids, rivers, 
ain won reſound his praile, 
But: thee, O man, he hath dit- 
| ed with peculiar favour, 
and ex: rlted thy-itaton above all 
Crcatures, 


He hath endow'd thee with reaſon 
to maintain thy dominion; he hath 
titted rheewith language, to improve 
by tociety; and exalted thy mind 


With the powers Gt medita tion, to 
contemplate and adore his inimita- 


Die per feftions, 


And in the laws he hath ordained 
as the rule of thy life, fo kindly hath 
te ſuited thy duty to thy nature, 
That obedience to his precepts is 
happineſs to ty (elf, 


6. CZ praiſe 


( 93 ) 


« O praiſe his goo. Ineſs with 
ſongs of thankſgiving, and ems dli— 
tate in ſilence on the wonders of 
his love: let thy heart overflow 
with gratitude and acknowledge. 
ment; let the language of thy lips 
* ſpeak praite and adoration; let the 
actions of thy lite ſÞow tay love to 
“ his law,” 


The Lord eis jull and righteous; 


and will judge the darth“ with equity 
and truth. 


Hatt he etablithed his laws in 
GY) nels ana mercy, and hall he nor 
punith the ranſerefſors thereof ? 


O think not, bold man! becaule 
the Puniſhment is delay'd, that the 
arm of the Lordis weaken'd ; neither 
Aatter thyſelf with hopes, that he 
winketh at thy doings. 


His Eye pierceth the ſecrets of 
every Hcart, and he rememIereth 
them for ever: he reſpecteth not the 
perſons, nor the [tations of men. 

The high and the low, the rich 
and the poor, the wile and the 1gno- 

rant. 


„ 


rant, when the ſout hath ſhaken off 
the cumbrous ſhackles ER mortal 


lite, ſhall equally receive from the 


ſentence of God 2 juſt and everlatl- 
Ing re ribution according to their 
vorks. 


Then hall the woked tremble an 


be afraid; but the heart of the righ- 


tcous i icjoice in his judgments. 


O fear the Lord, therefore. al! 
© the dans of thy lite; and walk in 
« the paths which he hath opened 


© before thee. Let Prudence admo- 


© niſh thee; let Lemperance re- 


* ſtrain; let Juſtice guide thy hand, 
F 


Benevolence warm thy heart, and 
« (:raticude to heaven inſpire thee 
© with devotion Thete ſhall give 
« thee happineſs in thy preſent Late, 


e and bring thee to the monſions of 


© eternal tchcity | in the paradiſe of 
ac (od. 37 Pa 


This is the true OEC ONO of 
HUMAN LI k. 
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Peking, Jan. 10, 1749-50. 


Mr Lontp, 


O Ta month after I bad in- 
/ cloſed to your Lordſhip the 
tran lation I had attempted of the 
Oriental Syſtem of Morality, % 
famous in theſe parts, we were 
ag eeably ſurprijed with a manu 
ſer pt of the fame fize, whoſe An- 
tuquity, Characters, and other 
internal marks, determined it t 
be the performance of that author; 
which, at the ſame time that it 
Shewed us, fomething was Wanting 
ta what we had before «/teemed a 
2mplete ſyſtem, very apply Jup- 
lied the deficiency. 
I could nat reſt, after the Ji 7 
dip} ing into t, cithaut under 


'F Taking 
a. 
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taking the pleaſing 44ſt of a 


Tranſlation ; nor, when I had 


Ainiſbed it, without doing myſelf 
the honour of tranſmitting it 10 


your Lordſhip. I need not tell 
your Lordſhip, that the energy of 
thought, ſublimity of ſtyle, and ma- 
ny al ber circumſta nces, prove it to 
come jrom the divine hand that 
planned the other: the ſubſlance 


of it carries abundantly more proof 


of tt. 
If I did not flatter myſei If that 


11 Firſt Volume had met the b 


%. of your Loraſbip's approt a- 


tion, { ſhould not be fo earurſt tt 


diſpatching thts aſter it: but d ile 
t know the <ulue of the wark, and 
know your Lordfhip's di ſong wiſhing 


genius, it would be riduulous ba 
affect a doubt about it. 
1 em, my Lord, 
leur Loridjup's 
Maſt obliged Seivent, 
Tui TRANSLATOR. 
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CONSIDERED IN THE 


GENERAL 
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SECTION. . 


Of the IIU MAN FRAME and 
OS TRUCTURE. 


WW EAR and ignorant, as ther 
* art, O man! humble as thou 
aughteſt to be, O child of the dult: 
wouldlt thou raiſe thy thoughts to 
infinite wiſdom ? Wouldſt thou ſee 
Omnipotence diſplayed before thee? 
Conternplate thine own frame, 

Fearfully and wonderfully art thou 
made: praiſe therefore thy Creator 
with awe, and rejoice before him 
with reverence. 

Wherefore of all creatures art 
thou only erect? but that thou 
ſhoulait behold his works! Where- 
fore art thou to behold? but that 
thou mayſt admire them! Where- 
fore to admire? but that thou mayſt 
adore their, and thy Creator! 


F 4 -Where- 


C043 


Wherctore is conlc iouſness repo: 

eh in thee alone? Whence is it de- 
rived ty thee ? 

is not in fleſh to think; 'tis not 
in bones to rrealon: the lion know 
eth not that worms ſhall eat him: the 
ox perceiveth not that he is fed for 
lau. ate To 

HS, mething is ad: dec to thee unlike 
th What thou ſeeſt: ſomething in- 
iogns thy clay, higher chan all that 
15 the object of thy ſenſes. Behold! 
What is it? 

Thy body remaineth perfect after 
this is fled, therefore it is no part of 
the body: it is immaterial, therefore 
eternal: it is free to act, therefore 
unaccountable for its 3 
Knoweth the aſs the ule of food, 
Hecauſe his teeth mow down the her- 
bage? Standeth the crocodile erect, 


— * 


God formed thee as he had form- 
ed thetic: after them all waſt thou 


SOS bis back-bone is ſtrait as | 
ti: Ne? 


created : ſuperiority and command 


ere given thee over all: of his own 
breath 
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breath did he communicate to thee 
thy principle of knowledge, 

Know then Thyſelf, the pride of 
his creation; the link uniting divi- 
nity and matter. Behold a part of 


God himſelf within thee: remember 
thine own dignity; nor dare to de- 


tcend unto evil 

Who planted terror in the tail of 
the ſerpent? who cloathed the neck 
of the horſe with thunder? | ven he 
who hath inſtructed thee to cruſh the 
one under thy foot, and to tame the 
other to thy purpoſes. 


JO N 
tele xl of 
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SECTION II. 

Of the Us E of the SENSES. 


3 not of thy body, be 
cauſe it was firſt formed; nor 
of thy brain, becauſe therein thy ſoul 
reſideth. Is not the maſter of the 
houſe more honourable than its 
walls? 5 

The ground muſt be prepared be 
tore the corn be ſowed: the potter 
muſt build his furnace before he can 
perfect his porcelane. 
As the breath of heaven faycth 
unto the water of the deep, T his way 
Mall thy billows roll, and no other. 
nus high ſhall they raiſe their fry, 
and no higher: ſo let thy ſpirit, O 
Man, aftuate and direct thy fleſh, 
0 let thy ſpirit bring it into ab- 
ection. | 

Thy foul is the raonarch of thy 
frame: ſuffer not the ſubjects to re- 
el againſt it. 5 

| Thr 


( 107 ) 


Thy body is as the globe of the 
earth: thy bones the pillars that ſuſ- 
tain it on 1ts baſis, 

As ihe ocean giveth riſe to ſprings, 


whoſe waters return again into its 


boſom thro' the rivers: ſo runneth 
thy life from the heart outwards, 
and fo returneth it unto its place 
again. 


Do not both retain their courſe 


for ever? Behold! the ſame God or- 
dained them, _ 
Is not thy noſe the channel to per- 
fumes? thy mouth the path to deli- 
cacies? Yet know thou, that per- 
fumes become offenſive; that deli- 
cacies deitroy the appetite they 
flatter. - 
Are not thine eyes the centinels 
that watch for thee? yet how often 


are they unable to diſtinguiſh truth 


from error! Keep then thy ſoul in 
moderation, teach thy ſpirit to be 
attentive to its good: fo ſhall theſe 


its miniſters be ever unto the con- 


veyances of truth. 
'Thine kand, is it not a miracle? 
Is there in the creation aught like 
F 6 unto 


1) 


unto it? Wherefore was it given 
thee, but that thou mighteſt ſtretch 
it out to the aſſiſtance of thy brother? 

Why, of all things living, art 
thou alone made c qpable of bluſh- 
ing? The world ſhall read thy ſname 
upon thy ſace; therefore do nothine 
ſhame{ul. 

Fear and diſmay, why rob then 

thy countenance of its ruddy {plet- 
dour? Avoid guilt and thou ſhalt 
know that fear is beneath thee, thar 
diſmav is unmanly. 

Wherefore to thee alone ſpeal 
!hadows in the viſtons of thy pillow? 
Reverence them; for know that 
creams are from on high. 

Thou Man alone canſt peak 
wonder at thy glorious prerogative; 
and pay to him who gave thee | 
Pere h, a rational and welcome 
praiſe. each alio thy children wit- 
dom, inſtruct the offspring ot thy 
Q1775 in pietv. 5 
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The SouL of Man, i5 ORIGIN 
and AFFFECTIONS. 


HE. bleſſings, O Man! of thy 
external part are health, vi- 
gour and proportion: t e greatelt of 
theſe i is Health. What health is to 
the body even that is "OM to the 
Soul. 

That thou haſt a ſoul is of all 
knowledge the moſt certain, of all 
truths the moſt plain unto thee! Be 
meek, be grateful for it; but ſeek 
not to know it pertectly, for it I 
infcrutable. ; 

Thought, underſtanding, reaſon, 
will ay not that thele are e thy ſoul! 
| they are its actions, but they are not 
At: eſſence. 
Raiſe not thy ſoul too TRY leſt 
chou be deſpiſed: be not thou like 
anto thoſe who fall by climbing; 
neither debaſe it to the ſenſe of 
brutes; be not thou like to the horſe 
and 


( 


and the mule, in whom there | is no 
underſtanding. 

Search thy ſoul by its barbie 
know it by its virtues: they are 
more in nun der than the hairs of 
thy head; the ſtars of heaven are not 
to be counted with them. 

Think not with .7rabia that one 
ſoul is divided among all men; nei- 
ther belie- e thou with the ſons of 
Egypt, that every man hath many 
know that as thy heart, fo alſo is 
thy ful One. 

Doth not the ſun harden the 


clay? doth it not alſo ſoften the 


wax? As it is one ſun that worketh 
both, even ſo it is one foul that wil- 
leth contraries. 


As the moon retaiaeth her nature 


tho' darkneſs ſpread itſelf before her 
face like a curtain; fo the foul re- 
maineth perfect even in the boſom 
of the fool. 

She is immortal; ſhe is unchange- 
able; ſhe 1s alike in all: health cal- 


leth her forth to ſhew er lovelineſs; 


and application anointeth her with 
the oil of wiſdom. | 
| Altheo 


4 8 1 an —_ — 


1 
Altho' ſhe ſhall live after thee, 
think not ſhe was born before thee : 
ſhe was created with thy fleſh, and 


formed with thy brain. 
Juſtice could not give ker to thee 


exalted by virtues, neither could 


mercy deliver her to thee degraded 
by vices: Theſe muſt be thine, and 


thou muſt anſwer them. 


Suppoſe not that death can ſhield 
thee from examination ; think not 
corruption can hide thee from en- 
quiry: He who formed thee out of 
thou knoweſt not what, can he not 
raiſe thee from thou knowelt not 
what again? 

Perceiveth not the cock the hour 
of midnight? exalreth he not his 
voice, to tell thee when it is morn- 
ing? knoweth not the dog the foot- 


Reps of his maſter? and flieth not 


the wounded goat unto the herb that 
healeth him? Yet when theſe die, 
their ſpirit returneth to the duſt: 
*hine alone ſurviveth! 
Envy not to theſe their ſenſes, 
necauſe ther are quicker than thine 
own : 
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own : learn that the advantage li- 
eth not in poſſeſſing good things 
but in the RY how to ule 
them. 


Hadſt thou the ear of the ſtag 


or were thiue eye as irony = 


piercing as that of an eagle: didſt 
thou equal the hound in 1tmell; or 


could the ape reſign to thee his 


taſte; or the tortolle her feeling: 
yet, without reaſon what wauld they 
avail thee? Periſh not all theſe like 
their kindred? 

Hath any one of theſe the gift of 
ſpeech? Can any one of them fay 
unto thee, therefore did J fo. 

The lips of the wile are as the 
doors of a cabinet, which no ſooner 
are opened, than treaſures are pour- 
ed out before thee. 

Like unto trees of gold arranged 
in beds of ſilver, are wile ſentences 
uttered in due ſeaſon. 

Canſt thou think too greatly of 
thy foul? or can too much de ſaid 
in its praiſe? It is the image of Him 
who gave it. 

Remembes 


Remember thou its dignity for 
ever; forget not how great a talent 
„ COMMITEA to thy charge. 
VWhatioever may do good, may 
not alio do harm? Beware that 


? 
i 


f 
\ 
? 


hon direct its courle to vIreuc. 


Thin not that thou canſt loſe her 
n the croud; tuppoſe not that thou 
cauit bury her in thy Cloſet' action 
is her delight, and che will not be 
wichheld from it. 

ler motion is perpetual ; her at- 
:empts are univerſal; her agility 1s 
not to be {u; ppreficd: Is it at the ut- 


termoſt part of the earth? ſhe will 


have it. Is it beyond the region 
of the ſtars? yet will her eye diſ- 
over it. 

Enquiry is her delight: like 
unto one who traverſeth the burn- 
ing fands in fearch of water, ſo 


is the ſoul that thirſteth after 


nowledge. 
Guard her for ſhe is raſh; nl 
her for ſhe is irregular ; correct her 


for ſhe is outragious: more unſta- 
ble is ſhe than water; more flexi- 


ble than 
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ble than wax; more yielding than 
air: Is there aught then that can 
bind her? 

As a {word in the hand of a mad- 


man; even ſo is the toul to him who 


wanteth diſcretion. — 

The end of her ſearch is truth; 
ber means to diſcover it are reaſon 
and experience : but are not theſe 
weak, uncertain and fallacious? How 
then ſhall ſhe attain unto it. 

Opinion is no proof of truth, fot 
the generality of men are ignorant. 
The perception of thyſelf; the 


knowledge of Him who created; the 


ſenſe of the worſhip thou oweſt unto 
Him; are not theſe plain before thy 


face? Behold ! what is there more 


that Man needeth to know? 
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Of tic PERIOD and UsEs of 
 Hvnan LIE. 


A the eye of the morning to 


the lark; as the ſhade of the 
evening to the owl; as honey to the 
bee; or as the carcaſe to the vul- 
ture; even ſuch is Life to the heart. 
of man. 
Tho' bright 1 it dazzleth not; tho 
2bſcure it diſpleaſeth not; tho ſweet 
it cloyeth not; tho' corrupt it for- 
biddeth not: Who is he that know- 
eth its true value? : 
Learn to eſteem life 28 thaw 
doghteſt; then art thou near the 


pinnacle of wiſdoni. 


Think not with the fool that no- 
ching is more valuable; nor believe 
with him who pretendeth to be wiſe, 
chat thou oughteſt to contemn it: 
love not life for itſelf alone, but for 


the: good it may be of to others. 
| Gold 
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Gold cannot buy it for thee; nci- 
ther, can mines of diamonds Pur - 
chaſe back the moment thou hail 
now loſt: eivploy thy ſucceeding 
ones in virtue. 

Say not that it were beſt to have 
never been born; or, when borr, 
that it had been beit to have dicd 


early: neither dare thou to aſk of 


thy creator, Where had been the 
evil had I not exiſted; Good is in 
thy power; the want "of good, is 
evil; and if thy queſtion be juſt, lo! 
it condemneth thee. 

Would the fiſh ſwallow the bait 
if he knew the hook was hid there- 
in? Would the lion enter the toils 


it he ſaw they were prepared for 


him? So neither, were the foul to 
periſh with this clay, would man 


W:th to live? neither would a mer- 


ciful God have created him: know 
hence thou ſhalt live hereafter. 


The bird tho' encloſed in the 


cage before ke ſeeth it, yet teareth 
not his fleſh againſt its ſides; fo la- 


bour not thou vainly to run from 
the 
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the ſtate thou art in: know tha: 


it 1s allotted thee, and be content 
with it. 

The the ways are uneven, vet 
are they not all painful; accommo— 
date thyſelf to cach; but where there 
is Icaſt appcaranc '© ol evil, ſuſpect 
the greateſt danger. 

When thy bed is ſtraw, thou 
flcepeft in ſecurity : when thou 
ſtretcheſt thytelf on roſes, beware 
of tt the thorns. | 

A good death is better than an 
evil life; wiſh to live therefore as 
long as thowv oughteſt, not as long 
as thou canſt: while thy life is ro 
others worth more than thy death, 
it is thy duty to preſerve it. 

Nor coinplain with the fool of 
the ſhortneſs of thy time; but re- 
member, that with thy days, thy 
cares alſo are ſhortened. 

Take from the period of thy liſe 
the uſcieſs parts of it; and whar 
remaineth? Take off the time of 
thine ir fancy; the fecond infancy 


* 


of old age: thy cep; thy thought- 


lets hou rex 
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leis hours; thy days of ſickneſs; anc 
how few ſeaſons, even at the ful- 
neis of years, Raft thou truly num- 
Bere d! ! 

He who gave thee life as 2 bleſ- 
ling, ſhortened it to make it more 


lo: to what end would longer life 


have ſerved thee? Wiſheſt thou to 
obtain time for more vices? As to 
the good thou haſt done, will not 
te who hath limited thy ſpan, be 
Lattsfied with the fruits of it? 


To what purpoſe, O child of 


tvr:ow, wouldeſt thou live longer? 
To breathe; to eat; to behold the 
world! All this thou haſt already 
done: too frequent repetition, is 
it not tireſome? Is it not ſuper- 
__ 

Wouldſt thou improve thy wit- 


dom and thy virtue? Alas! What 
art thou to know? Or, who is it 


that ſha.! teach thee? Badly doſt 


thou employ the little thou ' haſt ; 

dare not to complain therefore that 

more is not given thee, 

Repine not at the want of know- 

ledge, kor It t muit periſh with thee 
in the 


A 
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in the grave; be honeſt here, thou 


alt be wiſe e 


day nat unto the crow, why num- 
3 diu leven times the age of 
i Tor? Or to the fawn, why are 
thine cyes to ice my oflspring TO al 
hundred generations? Are the 10 
be compared with thee in the abuſe 
of lite? Are they riotous? Are they 


cruel? Are they ungrateful? Learn 
from them rather, that innocence of 


life and fimplicity of manners are 
the paths to a good old age. 
Knowelt thou to employ life ber- 
wa than thefe? A leis portion of it 
chen may ſuffice thee. 
Man who darcs to enſlave the 
world, when he knouweth that lis 


tyranny can be enjoyed but for a 


moment; what would he not ain 
at, were he immortal? 

Fnough haſt thou of life, but 
tou It Larclelt not: thou art not 
in want of it, O Man! But thou 
255 prodigal; thou throweſt it light. 
ly away, as if thou hadſt mort than 
enough; and yet thou repineſt 


that 
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that it 1s not gathered again unto 
thce. 

Know that it is not abundance 
Which maketh rich; it is co— 
nomv 

The wiſe continueth to live from 
his firit period: the fool is always 
beginning. 

F bour not after riches fir it, 
an. think that afterwards thou 
wilt enjoy them; he who neglect— 
eth the preſent moment, throweth 
away . ail that he hath. As the 
arrow paſſeth through the heart, 
while the warrior knew rot that it 
was coming, fo ſhall] his life be 
taken away before he knoweth that 
e 180 It. 

nat then is life, that man 
TH M4 deſire it? And, what is 
becathing, that he ſhould cover 
it? 

Is it not a ſcene of deluſion; a 
terics of miſadventures; a purſuit 
of evils, linked on all fides toge— 
rher? In the beginning it is 3g- 


norance; 
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norance; pain is in its middle, and 
its end is orrow 

As one wave puſheth on another, 
till both te involved in that be- 
hind tac; even ſo tucceedeth cvil 
to evil in the life of Man: the 
greater and the preſent firallow up 


the _leffer and the patt! Real evils 


p 


are our tcrrors, and our expecta- 
tions look forward into improba— 
bilities. | 
Fools! to dread as mortals—anc 
yet to deſire as if uninortal! 
What part of liie is it that we. 


would with to remain with us? Is 


it youth? Can we be in love with 
Outrage, licentiouſneſs, and teme- 
rity? is it age? Can we be ton! 0¹ 
infirmities? - 
It is ſaid, grey hairs are re 
vered, and in length of days 1 
1 but Virtur can add _ 
verence to the bloom of youth; 
and without it, age plants wrin- 


Kles in the foul more than on the 


forehead, 


(y Is 
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Is age reſpected becauſe it hateth 
riot? What juſtice is there in this; 
Say not that age deſpiſeth pleaſure, 
it is pleaſure that deſpiſeth age. 

Be virtuous while thou ait young; 

ſo ſhall thine age be honoured, 
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NCONSTANZY is powerful in 

the Ficart of Man; intempe— 
rance ſwaycth it whither it will; 
deſpair engroſſeth much of it; ated 
tea a proclaimerh—Bchold [ fit un- 
rivalled therein! But, Vanity 1s be⸗ 
yond them all. 

Weep not therefore at the cala- 
mities of the human ſtate; rather 
mile at its follies: In the hands 
of the man addicted to Vanity, life 
is but the ſhadow of a dream. 

The Hero, the moſt renowned of 
human Chants what 1s he but 


a bubble of this weakneſs? ihe 


Public is unſtable and ungrateful ; 
v-hv ſhould the man of wildom en- 
danger himſelf for fools? 

The man who neglccteth his Per- 
jent concerns, to revolve how le. 
wil b have when he is greater, 
1 83 teedeth 
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fetdeth himielf with wind, While his 
bread is eaten by another. 

Act as becometh thee in thy pre- 
zent ſtation: and, in a more ex- 
alted one, thy face ſhall not be 
4jJhamed, 

What blindeth the eye, or - wha 


hideth the heart of a man fron 


nimſelf, like Vanity? Lo! when 
thou ſceſt not thyſelf, it is then 
that others dilcover thee moſt 
plainly, 


As the tulip is gaudy without 


ſmell, and conſpicuous without 
uſe; fo is the man who ſetteth 
- himſelf up en high, and hath not 
merit. 


The heart of the Vain is troubled 


while it ſeemeth content: his cares 


are greater than his pleaſures. 
His ſolicitude cannot reſt with 
His bones: the grave is not deep 
enough to hide it: he extendeth 
his thoughts beyond his being ; he 
| belpea Keth praiſe, to be paid when 
he is gone; but whoſo promiſeth 
it, deceiv eth him, 


As 


As the man who cngageth lis 
wife to remain in widow hood, that 
ſhe. ditturb not his foul; fo is he 
who expecteth that praiſe ſhall 
reach his ears beneath the carth; 
or cherith his heart in its ſhroud. 

Do well whilit thou liveſt; and 
regard not what 1s {aid of it: con- 
tent thyſelf wich deferving praiſe, 
and thy poſterity ſhall rejoice in 
hearing it. 


As the butterfly, who ſeth not 


ner own colours, as the jeſſamine, 
which fcenteth not the odour it 
caſteth around; ſo is the man whe 
appeareth gay, and remindeth others 
tao take note of it. 


To what purpoſe, ſaith he, is my- 


veſture of gold; to what end arc 


my tables filled with dainries, if 


no eye admire them, if the world 
know 1t not? Give thy raiment to 
the naked, and thy food unto the 


hungry; ſo ſhalt thou have praiſe; 
and ſhalt feel that thou deſerveſt it. 


Why beſtoweſt thou on every man 
the flatiery of uameaning words? 
64 Thou 
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i hon Kknoweit chat When jt is re 
turn: d Unto chece thou regard'eſt it 
mot. peas 11} [12 CETILY, and LGU 
Blalt hear With imſtruction. 

he Vain delightsth 10 1 cak of 
liitnſelt, and ſerth not that others 
dillike to hear him. 


It he Lath done any thing worthy 


pralle, it he pollels that whch 15 
| 3 of adimiration, his joy is to 
Bure it, his pride is to hear ic 


ported. The deſire of ſuch a man 
defcateth itſelf: men ſay not, be- 


hold ne hath done it, or behold he 
poſleſſech it; but they ſay, mark 
% proud he 1s of it. 

Ihe heart of man dec not 


at Once to many things: Fie who 


tixcth his ſoul on ſhew. lolcth re- 
ality ; lie puriuech bubbles winch 
break as thev rie; while he treads 
To carth What would do him honous. 
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ATURE urgeti thee to In- 
conſtancy, O Man! therefore 
guard thyſelf at all times againſt it. 
[hou art from the womb of thy 


mother, various and wavering; from 
the Joins of tity father inheriteſt thou 
inſtabillty: how then ſhalt thou be 


firin? ? 

Thoſe who gave thee a body, in- 
dued it with weaknels; but He who 
gave thee a foul, armed thee witti, 


1 15 A : Umploy It and thou ar. 


ie; be wiie and thou art happy. 

"ha him who docth well, beware 
ow he boalterh of it: for rarely is 
t of his own will. 

Is it not the event of an impulſe 
from without? born of uncertainty, 


enforced by accident, dependent on 


W's ſemeuhe. 
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ſomewliat elle? To thele tuen, ang 


to accident, is the pratiic duc. 

Beware of irreſolution in the in— 
rent of thy actions; beware of 1n- 
ſtability in the execution: lo ſal: 
chou triumph over two great fail. 
ings of thy nature. 

What reproacheth realon more 
than to act contrarieties? What can 
iupprets the tendencies to theſe, but 
 rmnets of mind? 

't he Inconſtant feclech that he 
changeth, vet he knoweth not way ; 
ne ſceth that he efcapeth from him. 
ſelf, yet he percciveth not how: be 


Nen incapable of change in that 


which is right, and men hall re} 
upon thee. 


Eftablith unto thyſelf pr rinciples 
71 3 and tee that thou ever act 


cordling to them. 

Firſt know that thy pr inciple s are 
ult, and then he chou inflexible in 
che path of them. 

So ſhall thy paſions have no rule 


over thee: lo ſhall thy conſtancy 
vito thee the goõο thou 


ENI1TE 


pofle elf. 
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poſlefleſt, and drive from thy door 


misfortune. Anxiety and diſap— 
pointment ſhall be ſtrangers to thy 
gates. 

Be not fond to ſuſpect evil in any 
one, until thou ſceſt it: when thou 


ſceſt it, forget it not. 


Whoſo hath been an enemy, can- 
not be a irzend; for man mendeth 
not of his faults 

How ſhould his actions be riglit, 
v ho hath no rule of life? Can any 
thing be juſt which proccedethꝭ not 
(rom realon ?. 

The Incenſtant hati: no DEACC in 
his foul; neither can any be at eaſe, 
whom hc concerneth himfelf with. 
lis life is unequal; his motions 
are irregular; his foul changeih with. 
the we ather. 

To-day he . loveth thee; to-mor- 
row thou art deteſted by him: and 


why? He himſelf knoweth not 


wherefore he loved, or wherefore 
he now hateti. 
To day he 1s the tyrant; to- mor- 
"ow thy fervant is leſs humble 
(3 6 and 


wy another he 


Aa. v. hy? Ie who is arrogant w.the 
out power, will be fcrvils where 


there is no fuvjcction. 

To day he is profuic; to morrow 
hne even grudacth unto his mouth 
that which it ſhouid cat: thus it 
iS With tlioſe that Knoweth not mo- 
deratlon. 

VW no ſhall tay of the „ I 
s black, When the monient after, 
verdure, like to that of the grafs, 


overipreauietn him? 


WhO ſhall tay of thy Incoaſtan! 
Re 1s Joyful, Wilen 1 next breath 
mall be {; PCT in Hang 2 2 


What 1 : tie life oc luch a man 


but the phantom of a cream ? In 


che morning he riſeth happy; at 
NOOR he is ON the rack : this [LOU 
he is 4 cod, the next below iu vorn:: 
One moment he laugheth. the next 
he weepeth': he nor Wille th; in 
ain initant he Willeth not; and, 
KNOW eth not whether 

He WIHCLiL or BO, 
Ver naive not eale or pain äxed 
Eiemicivcs. en hin: neither is he 
| v. axed 
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waxed gre iter, or become leſs; nei— 
ther hath he had caule for laughter, 
nor reaſon for his ſorrow : there 
fore ſhall none of them abide with 
him. 

The hap; ne of the Inconſtant 
s a palace built on the ſurface of 
the ſand: tc blowing of the wind 
carrieth away its foundation, and 
what is the wonder then ial It 
talletir? 

But wii exalted Form is this, 
that hitherto directs its even. ies 
uninterrupte { courle; whoie tot is 
on the Ear, whole head is above 
che (dodo? | 2D 

On his brow fitteth Welt ; Nea- 

dineſs is in his port; and in his 
heart reigneth tranquility. 
10 "ubactes appear in the 
way, he deigneth not to look 
down upon them: tho' heaven 
and earth o pole his paſlage, he 
proceedetin. 

The mountains fiak beneath his 


tracd: the vaters GE the Ocean 


are dried up under the Jole of his 


Ft. 


The 
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The tiger throweth herſelf acroſs 
his way in vain; the {pots of the 
leopard glow againſt him unre- 
carded. 

He marcheth through the em 
batticd- legions : with his hand he 
Pur alide the terrors of death. 

Storms roar againſt his ſhoulders, 
but they are not able to ſhake 
thein: the thunder barterh over his 
head in vain; the lightning ſcrveth 
but to ſhew the glories of kn coun- 
tenance. 

His name is Rrsoluriox! he 
cometh from the utmoit part of 
the earth: he feeth Happinets afar 
off before him; his eve diſcovercth 


her Lemple beyond the limits of 
tlie Pole. 


He walketh up to it; he enter- 
eth boldly; he remaineth there for 
ever. | 

Eitabliſh thy heart, O Man! in 
that which is right, and then know 
the greateſt of human praiſe is to be 
Io: utable 
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AIN and inconſtant as thou 
art, O child of Iimperfectum! 
how canſc thou but be weak? Is 
not inconſlanc y connected with frail- 
ry? Can there be vanity without la- 
kfirmity? Avoid the danger of the. 
one, and thou ſhalt eſcape the mit- 
chiefs of the other. 

Wherein art thou moſt weak? In 
that wherein thou ſeemeſt moſt 
ſtrong, in that wherein moit thou 
glorieſt; even in poſſeſſing the things 
which thou haſt, in uſing the good 
that 1s about thee. 

Are not thy Deſires allo frail? or 
knowelt thou even what it is thou 
wouldſt with? When thou haſt ob- 
tained what molt thou ſoughteſt af- 
ter, behold it contenteth thee nor. 

Wherefore loſeth the pleature that 
is before thee its reliſh? And why 


appeareth 
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appeareth that which is vet to come 
the ſweeter? Becauſe thou art wea- 


tied with the good of this and 


becauſe thou knoweſt not the evil 
Or that which is not with thee. 
Know that to be content is to be 
app. 
eln thou chuſe er thyſelf? 
Gude thy Creator la“ before ther 
al that thine heart could afk for? 
»ould kappineſs then remain with 
ther? Gr wants Joy dwell always 1 in 
thy Ate 7 
Alas inv weakneſs forbid ideth it! 
thy ION FO iy cveclaret againſt it. 


Variety is to thee in the place OL 


pleaſure; but that which perma- 
nently Uelighteth, muit be per- 
manent. 

When :t 1s gone, thou repenteſt 
the loſs of it, tho' while it was with 
thee, thou deſpiſcaſt it. 

That which ſucceedeth it, hath 
no more N e for thee; and 
thou aftcrwards quarrelleſt with thv- 


ſelf for preferring it: behold the 


only circumſtance in which thou 


erreſt not. 
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I there any thing in which thy 
Weub nes bbe mein more than in 
Gctire? it is in che poſiciion, and 
in the ue of what thou delirefk. 

Good things often Ceait to be 
good in gur enjavment of chem: 
what nature nicant to be puwe 
fwects, ate fourçes of Oisterncis to 
Us: from our dchonts aride pain; 
[TON GUT oys, 101rOW, 

Be mevierate in thy enjoymeat, 
and it halli remain in thy poilei- 
ion: let thy joy be founded on 
1ealon, and to its end {hail torrow 
be a ſtranger. : 

The delights of love are uſhered 
in by ſighs, and they terminate in 
5 languiſhment and dejection: the Ob- 
ect thou burnedſt for, now nauſe- 
ates with ſaticty; no ſooner hadit 
ton poſſeſſed it, but thou wert weae 
ry vi its preſence, 

Join eſteem to thy admiration ; 
lte friendſhip with thy love; fo 
ſhalt thou find, in the end, that 
coment iurpaſſeta raptures, that 
tranquility 1s of more worth than 


(_ xtaſy by o 
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God hath given thce no gods 
without its admixture of evil: bui. 
he hath given thee allo the means of 
t:1owing off the evil. 

As joy is not without its allay of 
pain, fo neither is ſorrow without 


its portion of pleaſure, Joy aud 


grief, tho' unlike, are united: our 
own choice only can give them tv 
us entire. 

Melancholy itſelf often giveth de— 
light: and the extremity of joy is 
 1ningled with tears. 

The beſt things in the hands of a 
fool may be turned to its deſtructi- 


on: and out of the worſt the wiſe 


will find the means of the good. 
So blended is weakneſs in thy na- 


ture, O Man! that thou haſt not 
ſtrength either to do good or to be 

cvil entirely: rejoice that thou canſt 
not excel in evil; and let the good 


that is within thy reach content 
thee. 

The virtues are allotted to vari- 
ous ſtations: ſeek not after impoſſi- 
bilities, nor grieve that thou canfſt 
not poltef them all. 


Wouldſt 
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Wouldit thou at once have the 
liberality of the rich, and the con- 
Lentment of the poor? Or, ſhould 
the wife of thy boſom be deſpiſed 
becauſe ſhe ſneweth not the virtues. 
of the widow ? 

Tf thy father ſink before thee in 
the diviſions of thy country, can at 
once thy juſtice deſtroy him, and 
thy duty ſave his life? 

If thou behold thy brother in the 
agonies of a (low death, is it not 
mercy to put a period to his life? 
And 1s it not alto death to be his 
murderer ? 

Truth is but one; thy doubts are 
ok thine own railing: he who made 
virtues what they are, planted alſo 
in thee a knowledge of their pre- 
eminence ; inform then thy ſoul, 
and act as that dictates unto ther; 
and the end ſhall be always right. 


P „ ——_ 
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SECTION WV. 


Of the IN SUFFIENCY of 
KNOWLEDGE. 


' F there be any thing lovely; if 
tacre be any thing deſirable ; it 
there be any thing within the reach 


ot man that's v. orthy of praiſe, 1s 1t 
nt knowledge? And vet who is he 
that attaineth unte it? 


The ſtateſman proclaimeth that 


he hath It; the ruler of the people 


claimeth the praiſe of it; but doth 


the ſubjcct find that he poſſeſſeth it? 
Fil! is not requiſi: e to man; e 


ther is vice to be tolerated: 


how many cvils are eee Ty 


 Connivance of the laws? How ma- 


ny crimes committed by the decrees 
of the council ? 

But be wiſe, O Ruler! and learn, 
O Thovu that art to command the 
natinos! one crime authorifed by 


Thee 
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Thee is worſe than the eſcape of ten 


from puniſhment. 


When thy people are numerous; 
when thy ſons encreaſe about thy 
table, ſendeſt thou them not out to 


ſlay the innocent, and to fall before 


the ſword of him whom they have 
not offended * 

If the object of thy deſires de- 
mandeth the lives of a thouſand, 
ſayeſt thou not, I will obtain it? 
Surely thou forgetteſt that He who 
created thee, created allo theſe; 
and that their blood 1s as rich as 
thine. 

Sayeſt thou that juſtice cannot be 


executed without wrong? Surely 


thine own words condemn thee. 
Thou who flattereſt the criminal 
with falſe hopes, that he may con- 


feſs his guilt; art not thou thyſelf 


unto him a criminal? Or is thy 


guilt the leſs becauſe he cannot pu- 


niſh it ? —— 
When thou commandeſt unto the 
torture him who is but ſuſpected of 


ill; dareſt thou to rec »lect, that 


thou mayſt rack the innocent ? 


Is 
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Is thy purpoſe anfwered by the 
event? is thy ſoul fatisfied with 
his confeſſion ? Pain will enf- rce 
him to fay what is not, as eaſy as 


what is; and anguiſh oft hath cauſ- 


ed innocence to accule himſelf. 


That thou mayſt not kill him 


without cauſe, thou doſt worſe than 


k1!! him: that thou mayſt prove 
her he be guilty, thou deſtroy- 


it hum vet innocent. 


O blindneſs to all truth! 0 in 
ſufficiency of the wiſdom of the 


wife! Know, when thy Judge ſhall 
bid thee account for this, then ſhalt 
thou wilh ten chouſand of the guil- 
ty to have gone free, rather than 
one innocent to ſtand forth againſt 
thee. 

inſufficient as thou art to the 
maintenance of juſtice, how ſhalt 


thou arrive at the knowledge of 


truth? Ho ſhalt thou aſcend to the 
foarſtep of her throne * 


As the owl is blinded by the ra- 
dance of the fun, ſo ſhall the bright 


countenance of truth dazzle thee in 
thy approaches. . 
I 
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If thou wouldſt mount up into 
her chrone, firſt bow thyſelf at her 
foor-itool : it thou wouldſt aritve at 
the knowledge of her, firſt inform 
thy lelf of thine own 1gnorance. 

More worth is ſhe than pearls, 
therefore ſeck her carefully; the 
emerald and the ſapphire and the 
ruby, are as dirt beneath her feet; 
theretore purſue her manfully. 

The way to her 1s labour; atten— 
tion is the pilot tat muſt conſtrust 
thee into her ports: but weary not 
in the way, for when thou art ar- 

FLV cd at her, thy toil ſhall be to thee 
bor pleaſure. 

Say not unto thyſelf, Behold truth 
breedeth hatred, and I will avoid 
it; diſſimulation ralſeth friends, and 
| will follow it. Are not the ene- 
mies who are made by truth, better 
than the friends obtained by Aat- 
_tery ? 

Naturally doth not man dchire 
the truth? yet when it is before 
him, will he apprehend xe I rt 
force itſelf Upon hun, is ke not of- 
ended at it? 


| in. es 
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The deformity is not in truth, for 
truth 1s amiable: but the weaknels 
of man endureth not its ſplendor. 

Wouldſt thou fee thine infuthci— 
ency more plainly, view thvlelt at 
thy devotions; to whit end was Re- 
ligzion initituted, but to teach thee 
tine infirnüties, to remind thee of 
thy weaknels, to ſhew thee that trom 
Heaven alone thou art to hope tor 
good 7 

Doth not Religion remind thee 
that thou art duſt? Doth it not tell 
thee that thou art aſhes? And be— 
hold Kepentance! Is) it not built on 
trailty ? | 

Wnen thou aiminifirerh an oath; 
when tnou ſweareſt thou wilt not de- 
ceive; behoid ! it ſpreadeth ſhame 
upon thy face, and upon the face of 
him that taketh it.—Learn to be 
juſt, and repentance may be forgot- 


ten: learn to be honeſt, and oaths, 


are unneceflary. 

The ſhorter follies are the fafer: 
ſay not therefore to thyſelf, I Will 
not play the fool by halves. 


Ms He 
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He that heareth his own {xvlt. 
with patience, ſhall reprove anothe, 
with 1 

Ile that g'eeth a denial with rea- 
jon, hall [UT a repulſe with mo- 
deration. 

It thou are Uulpected, anſwer with 
freedom; whom thoul: 4 ſuſpicion af- 
| _ fright except the guilty? 
| The tender in heart is turned from 
his purpole by: ſupplications ; the 
Proud 1s rendered obſtinate by in- 
Lt cay: the ſenſe of thy own intuffi- 

ciency commandeth thee to hear; 
! but, in order to be juſt, thou mult 
hear without thy paſſions. 


a 
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SECTION Y 
MISERY. 


TFFBLE and tmivfficient as thou 
- art, O Man! in goodneſs; frail 
and inconſtant as thou art in plea- 
ure, yet 15 there lomething in Which 
thou art ſtrong and unſhaken: its 
name is Nliſcry. 

It is the character of thy being, 
the prerogative of ty nature: in 


thy brealt alome dit retic! cth; without 


54.6 there is nothing of it: and be- 
hold, what is its ſource, but thine 
ova Paſſions * 
He Who 3 thee mens: gave 
thee allo Nenlon to ſubdue them 
cxert it, and thou thatr trample 
Sq under thy feet. 
Thine entr ance into tlie w erld, | 15 


it not hametu!! thy CCILrUCTION, + 


is it not glorious? Lo! inen adorn 
te in ſtruments of death with pod 
ail gems, and wear them above 
thelr garments. 


Ile 


Yi 


| 


E 


He who begetteth a man hide: 
his face; but he who killeth a thou- 
{and is honoured. 

Know thou, notwithſtanding, that 
in this there is error: cuſtom canno:. 
alter the nature of truth, neither can 
the opininion of man deſtroy juſtice: 


the glory and the ſhame are mis 


placed. 

There is but one way for man to 
be produced; there are a thouſand 
by which he may be deſtroyed. 

There is neither praiſe nor ho- 
nour to him who giveth being to 
another; but triumphs and empire 


are the rewards of murder. 


Yet he who hath many children 
iath many bleflings: and he who 
hath taken away the life of another, 

Hall not enjoy his own. 

Wicn the Savage curteth the birth 


of his fon, and bleſſeth the death of 
his father, doth he not call hiniſelf 


& Me Onlter? 

F.nongh of evils is allo ted unto 
man ; but he maketh it more while 
ne lamenteth it. 


112 The 
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[he greatelt of all human 11s :- 
ſorrow: too much of this art thou 
born unto; add-not then to 1t by 
thine own perverlcve!s. 

Grict is natural to thee, it is al. 
ways about thee; pleaſurc isa ftran- 
ger, and viſtteth thee at times: ute 
well thy 1caton, and forrow ſhall be 


calt behind thee: be prudent, and 


the viſits of joy ſhall reinain long 
with thee. 

Every part of thy frame is caps zble 
ot lorrou; but few and narrow aze 
the paths that lead to delight. 
Pleaſures can be admitted only 


imply; but pains ruſh in — a thou- 


land at a tine, : 

As the blaze of ſtraw eth o 
toon as it is kindled; fo paſſeth away 
the brightneſs of joy, and thou 
knowelt not what is become of it. 

Sorrow is frequent, pleaſure is 
rare: pain cometh of itlelf, delight 
muſt be purchaicd: grief is unmix- 


ed, but joy wantcth rot its allay of 


bitternels. 


As the Oundgeſt health is i« 7; per- 


ceived than the ſlighteſt maiady, fo 
| doth 


8 
'T 
1 
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Wente in love with anguiſh, and 
often fy from pleature ; when we 
burchaſe it, coſteth it not more than 
10 IS Korth? 

Nef, neon is the bu ness of man; 
A ſenſe n his Hate is his firſt duty: 


Put. who remembereth himſelf in 


* Is it not in merey then that 


= ro is allotted umo us? 


Man forcſeeth the evil that is to 
come, and remembereth when 1c 1s 
malt; he confidereth not that the 
thought of affliction woundeth Jeep- 


er than the affliction 1ifelf,—Thiak 


not of thy pain but when it is upon 
thee, and thou ſhalt avoid what moſ 
would hurt thee. 

He who weepeth before he bee. 


eth, weepeth more than he nted- 


eth; and why, but that he lover's 


weeping ? 
The ſtag weepeth not tin the 
Ipear is lifted up agalatt him; nor 


da the tears of the beaver fall till 
the hound ts ve: ady to ſeize him: 


H 3 Man 
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Nan anticipateth death by the ap- 


prehenſion of it; and the fear 1s 
greater miſery, than the event itſelf, 

Be always prepared to account 
for thine aftions, and the eaſteſt 


death is that which is leaſt oo 


meanated 
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SECTION vi. 
of JUDGMENT. 


[THE greateſt bounties given to 
man are judgment and will: 
happy is he who milapplieth them 
not. 
As the torrent that rolleth down 


the mountains, deſtroyeth all that is 


borne away by it; ſo doth common 
opinion overwhelm reaſon in him 
that ſubmitteth to it, who ſayeth 
not, What is thy foundation? 
xamine well that what thou re- 
ceivelt as truth be not the thadow 
of it, for what thou acknowledgeſt 
as convincing is often but plauſible: 


be firm; be conſtant; determine for 


thyſclf; ſo ſhalt thou be anſwerable 
only for thine own weaknels. 
Say not that by the event ſhall the 


wiſdom of the action be proved: re- 


mNen ver man is not above the reach 
of accidents. 


„ Coendemnr 
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Condemn not the judgement O01 
another, becauſe it differeth from 
inc own: may not even You as 
well as He be in an error? 

When thou eſteemeſt a man for 


is titles, and contemneſt the ſtran- 


ger hecauſe he hath them not; judg- 


cit thou not of the camel hy his 
bridle ? 


Think not that thou art revenged 


of thine enemy when thou ſlayeſt 


him : thou haſt put him beyond thy 
cach; thou halt given him quiet; 


means of hurting him. 


Sricveth it thee to be told of ic? Is 
trailty in thy wife, and art thou pain- 
ed at the reproach of it? He who 
deſpiſeth thee for this, condemneth 
imſclf: thou art not aniwcrable for 
the vices of another, 

regard not a jewel becauſe 
thou polleſſeſt It; neither enhance 


it is anothers: to the wiſe, poſſeſſi- 
on addeth to the value. 
Honour 


and thou depriveſt thyſelf of the 


Was thy mother incontinent, and 


thou the value of any thing becauſe 


1 


ETonour not thy wife the leſs be. 
caule ſhe is in tay power: and det. 
piſc him that hath faid, Wouldſt 
thou love her lets, marry her! Wat 
placed her in thy power, but her 
confidence in thy virtue? Shouldit 
thou love her lcls for being more 
obliged to her:? 

ra wert jult in thy courtſhip 
of her, tho' thou neglecteit her while: 
thou hall her, yet hall her lots be 
bitter to thy loul. 

He who thinketh his wife excel! 
lent only becaute he poſletteth her, 
f he be not wiſer than thee, at lealt 
he 1s more happy. 

Weigh not the lots which thy 
friend hath ſuffered by the tears he 
mneddeth; alas! the greateſt gricfs 
are oft above theſe expreſſions of 
them. | : 

Vſtcem not an action becauſe it 
is done with noiſe and pomp: the 
nobleſt loul doth great things, and 
s not muyed in the doing them. 

Fame indeei aſtoniſheth the ear 
„f hun who heareth it; but it is 

He __ tranquilty 
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_ tranquility that rejoiceth the hearc 
of him who poſſefſeth it. 

Attribute not the good actions of 
another to bad cauſes, for thou canſt 
not know his heart; but by this 
will the world know that thine own 
heart is full of envy. 

In hypocrily there is not more 
vice than folly: to be honeſt is as 
ealy as to ſeem fo. 


Be more ready to acknowledge a 


benefit, thin to revenge an injury; 
lo ſhall more benefits than | Injuries 


be done unto thee. 
Be more ready to love than to 
hate; ſo ſhall thoſe who love thee, 


be more in number than thoſe who 
hate thee. 


Be willing to commend, but be 


low to cenſure; ſo ſhall praiſe be 
upon thy virtues, and the eye of 


enmity ſhall be blind to thy imper- 


fections. 
When thou doſt good, do it be- 


Cauſe it is good, and not hecaule 


men eſteem it when thou avoideſt 


ev1l, fly it decauſe it is evil; not be— 
cauſe men ſpeak againſt it: be ho- 


neſt for 
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neit for love of Fs and thou 
malt be uniformly honeſt: he that 
dotli right without principle is Wa- 
vering. 

With rather to be reproved by 
the wiſe, than to be applauded by 
him who hath no underſtanding : 
when the wile tell thee of a fault, 
they ſuppole thou canſt improve; 
when the foolith pratteth, he think— 
thee like unto hünſelf. 

Accept not an office for which. 
thou art not qualificd; leſt he who 
knoweth more of it deſpiſe thee. 

I'rctend not to inſtruct another in 
that wherein thyſelf art ignorant; 

when he ſecth thy ignor ance, he wall 

upbraid thee. 

Expect not a friendſhip with him 
who hath injured thee ; he wao ſuf— 
fereth wrong may forgive; Ja lie 
who doctl. wrong will be unfor- 
Lieing. | 

Lay not great obligations on him 
Whom thou wiſheſt to be thy friend; 
behold! the fente of them will drive 
him from thee: a little benefit often 

1] 7 allenateth 


„ 


alienateth friendſtip; a great one 
maketh an enemy. 

Neverticlets ! ingrat titude is not in 
the nature of man; neither is his 
anger irreconcileable: he hateth 
however to be put in mind of the 
debt he cannot pay; he 1s aſhamet 
in the preſence of him whom he 
hat injured. 

Repine not at the good af «i ſtran- 
ger; neither rejoice thou in the evi] 


that befalleth thine ene: ny: wiſheſt. 


thou that others mould do thus by 
T hee | 
W _ thou enjoy the £00G-Will 
of all men, let thine own benevo- 
lence be univerſal. It thou obtain- 
eſt not good will by this, no other 
means can give it thee: but know, 
tho' thou haſt it not, thou haſt the 


far f greater pleaſure of having me- 
ted 28 
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SECTION u. 
PRESUMPTIO. 


1 meannels ſeem income 
patiable ; but man reconcileth 
contrarietics: he is at once the inolt 
milerable and the m it arrogant of 
all creatures. : 

Preſumption! is the bane of rea- 
fon ; it is the nurſe of error: yet -t 
is congenial with Reaſon itſelf. 

Who 1s there that judg geth not too 
highly of Himicif, and chinketh not 
too meanly of others? 

Our Creator, even, eſcapeth not 
our preſumption: how then hal! 
we be ſafe from one another ? | 

What is the originof fuper! Tonk 
and whence ariſcth falſe worlhip ® 
Froin our preſuming to reaſon about 

vhat is above our reach, and to con- 
perde nd what is incomprehenſiole ! 

Limited and weak as our uader- 
ſtanding is, we employ not EVEN 1,28 
üttle power as we ought ; we [O21 
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not high enough in our approaches 
to God's creatnels ; 3 We give not 
wing enough to our ideas, when we 
enter 1nto the adoration of Divinity. 


an who fears to breathe a whil- 


peraguinſthiseartbly ſovercign, trem- 
bles not to arraign the diſpenſations 
ol tits God: he torgerteth the Ma- 
jelly of Leav en, and rejudgeth his 
zudgments. 

ie who Gareth not repeat the name 


of his prince without honour, yet 


bluſheth not to call the name of his 
Creator to be witnels to a lye. 

Ile who would hear rhe ſentence 
of the magiitrate with filenec, yet 
pre ſumeth to plead with the eternal: 
lie attempterh to ſooth him with in— 
_ treaties ; to flaiter him with promil- 
es; to agree with him upon condl- 


tions; nay to brave and murmur at 


him if his requeſt is not granted. 

Why art thou unpunmihed,O man! 
in thy impiety; behold! this is not 
thy day of retribution |! 


Be not like unto thoſe who ſight 


with the thunder ; r.cither dare thou 


to deny thy Creator thy prayers be- 


cauſe 
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„ 
cauſe he chaſt ſeth thee: thy mad- 
neſs in this 1s on tu? Own head, thy 
impiety hurteth no one bur thyſelf. 

Why boaſterh Man that he 1s the 
favourite of the Maker, vet neglect- 
eth to pay his thanks and his ado- 
rations for it? How ſuiteth an un- 
thankful life with abelict fohaughty, 

Man, who 1s truly but. a mote in 
the wide expanſe, ſancieth the whole 
earth and heaven to be created for 
him: he thinketh the whole frame 
of nature hath intereſt in his well- 
being. 

As the fool, while the images 
tremble on the boſom of the water, 
thinketh that trees, and towns, and 
ſkies, are dancing to do him plea— 
ſure ; fo man, While nature pertorms 
her deſtined courſe, fancieth that all 
her motions are but to entertain his 
eye. | 

While he courts the rays of the ſun 
to warm him, he ſuppolſcth it made 
only to be of ufe to lim: while hne 
traceth the moon in her mighty pith, 
he believeth that ſhe was created to 
do him pleaſure, 


Foy! 
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Fool to thine own pride! be 
numble! Know, thou art not the 
cauſe why the World holdetli it's 
coſe 2: for thee are not made the 
Vic iudes of ſummer and winter. 
No change would follow it thy 
wavle race exiſted not: and thou 
art but one among millions. 

Fxalt not thyicit to the heavens, 
for lo! the angeis are above thee ; 


nor diſduin thy felow-Inhabitants of 


the earth, tho they are inferior to 
Lace : arc they not the work of the 
lame hand ? 

Thou who art happy by the mer- 
cy of thy Creator, how dareſt chou in 
W antonneſs put his creatures to tor- 
ture? Beware that cruelty return 
not upon thee. 

Serve not all theſe the ſaume uni- 
verſal maiter with thyſelf ? Hach he 
not appointed unto each it's Jaws ? 
Flath he not care of their preferva- 
tion? And dareſt thouto infringe it? 

Set not chyſelf above the judg- 
ment of all the carth : neither con- 
demn as fal!ſhold what avreeth not 


with thine own apprehentiun, Who 
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24ye tice the power of determining 
or others? or who took from tle 
worid the right of choice ? 

How many things have been re- 
jected which now are received as. 
truths ? How many tat are now re- 
cerved as truths ſhall in their turn be 
deſpiſe ed ? Ot what then can inan be 
certain? 

Do the 8 that thou k no oweſt, 
and happineſs ſhall be unto tice : 
virtue is mote thy buſineſs than wil- 
com. 

1ruth and Falſhvod,have they not 

the ſame appearance in whatever we 
underftand not? What then but our 
preſumption can determine between 
them? 

We eaſily believe what 1s ho 
ou comprehenſion ; or we are proud 
in pretending to it, that we may ap- 
pear to have wiſdom: Is not this 
folly and arrogance ? 

Who is it that aſfirms moſt boldly? 
Who is it that holds his oH“! moſt 
obſtinately? HVen he who hath moſt 
ignorance; for he alſo hath moſt pride. 

Every man when he layeth 1014 
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of an opinion deſireth to remain 1. 
it; but moſt of all he who hath moſt 
preſumption: he contenteth no thim- 
ſelf ro betray his own ſoul; but he 
will impoſe on others to believe in 
it alſo. 

Say not that truth 1s eſtabliſhed b 7 
years, or that in a multitude of be- 
levers there is certainty 

One human propoſition hath as 
much authority as another, if Reaſon 
maketh not the difference. 
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TICHES are not w orthy a ſtrong 
attention: an eirnclt care of 


obtaining them is therefore unjuſti— 
trablc. | 


The defire of that which a man 
calleth good and the joy he takerh 
in poflelling it, are grounded only 
in opinion: form not thy opinion 
from the vulgar; examine the worth 
of things thylelf, and tliou ſhatr not 
be covctous. | 

An immoderate deſire after Shes 
is a poiſon lodged in the ſoul; it 
contaminates and deſtroys every 
thingthat was good in it; it no ſoon- 
er taketh root there, than all virtue, 
all honeity, all natural affection fly 
| before the face of it. 
' Ihe covetous would ſell his chil- 
| dren for gold; his parent might die 
ere he would open his coffer: nay, 
he confidereth not himielt in reſpect 
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of it : in the fearch after happinets 
he maketh himſelf unhap 

As the man who ſelleth his houte 
to purchaſe ornaments for the em- 


OCHMNMent of it, even lo is he who 


— 


CiVEUL up Peace in the ſearch of rich- 
es, in hope that he may be happy 
in enjoying them. 
W here covetouſneſsreigne th,know 
_ the foul is poor. Whoſo ac- 
2:ctlh riches the principal good 
„ nan, Wil throw away all other 
200: in purtuir of them. 
\ hoto feareth poverty as the 


creme evil of his nature, will pur- 


chaſe to himſelf all other evils in the 
avoiding of it. 

Thou fool, is not virtue more 

worth than riches ? Is not guilt more 


baſe than poverty? Enough tor his 


necgſfities s in every man: be con- 
tent wich it, and thy happinets {hall 


Hulle at hs ſorrows of him who 


heapeth up more. 

Nature hath hid gold beneath the 
earth, as if unworthy to be ſeen; 
ſilver hath ſhe placed where t ou 
rampleſt it under thy fcet: meœan- 


eth 
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eth ſhe not by this to inform thee, 
that gold is not worthy thy regard; 
that ſilver is beneath thy notice: 

Covetouſneſs burieth under gioun! 
millions of wretches; thele hz for 
their hard maſters what retarneth 
the injury, What maketh them more 
Miſerable than their flaves. 

The carth is barren of good things 
Where ſhe hoardeth up | trealure : 
| where gold is in her bowels, there 
| no herb groweth. | 

As the horſe findeth not ther: | 
grats, nor the mule his proveniier ; 
as the fields of corn laugh not on the 
T fices of the hills; as the olive huld-- 
eth not forth her fruits, nor the vine 


her cluſters; even to no good dwell— 

eth in the breaſt of him whote hearc 
broodet! over his treaiure. 

6 Lichts are fervants to the wite; 

| bur they are tyrants over the loul of 


the fool | 
The covetous ſerveth his gold, but 
it ſerveth not him; he poltciierh 


his wealth as the Bek doth a fever; 


it burneth and tertureth hum, and 
will not quit Him until death. 
TT... 
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Hath not gold deſtroyed the vir- 
tue of millions? Did it ever add to 
the goodneſs of any? 

Is it not moſt abundant with the 
worlt of men? Wherefore then 
{houllitrhou . tO vediftinguiſh- 
ed by pofleſſing it! 

Have not the viiſlelt been thote 


who have had leaſt of it; and is not 


witdom happinels ? 
Have not the worſt of thy ſpecies 


poſſeſſed the greateſt portions of it? 
and hath not their end been miſerable 


Poverty wanteth many things ; 
but cov ttouſneſs denieth itſelf all. 
Ihe covetous can be good to no 


man; but he is to none ſo cruel as 


to himſelf. 
It thou art induſtrious to procure 


Sold, be generous in the diſpoſal of 


it: man never is ſo happy as when 
he giveth happineſs unto another, 
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J there be a vice greater than the 


hoarding up of riches, it is the 
employing them to ulclets purpoſes, 

He that prodigally layiſheth that 
„nich he hath to ſpare, robbeth the 
poor of what nature giveth him a 
right unto. 


He who ſquandereth away his 


treaſure refufeth the means to do 


good: he denicth himfelt the prac- 
tice of virtues whole reward is in 
their hand, and whoſe end 1s no 
other than his own happineſs. 
It is more difficult to be happy 
with riches, than to be at eaſc un- 
der the want of them: man govern- 
eth himſelf much eaſter in poverty 


than in ab: ;ndance. 


Poverty requireth only one vir- 
tue, which is patience, to ſupport 
it: the rich, if he have not charity, 


= temperance, 
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temperance, prudence, and many 
more, is guilty. 


The poor hath only the good of 


himſelf committed unto him; the 


rich is intruſted with the welfare of 
thouſands. 


He rhat giveth away bk treaſure. 


wiſely, giveth away his plagues: he 
that retaineth their increaſe, heapeth 
up ſorrows. 

Refuſe not unto the ſtranger that 
which he wanteth: deny not unto 
thy brother even that which _ 
wanteſt thyſelf. 

Know there is more delight in 
being without what thou haſt right- 
ly beſtowed, than in poſſeſſing mil- 


lions which thou knowelt not the 


uſe of. 


8E C. 


Wh 
XXXXCUCOMENDTY, CO 
3 10 M 11. 
* 


HE root of revenge is in the 
weaknels of the ſoul: the ab 
ject and timorous are the moſt ad- 
dicted to it, 

Who torture thoſe r hate but 
cowards? Who murder thoſe they 
rob but women? 

The feeling an injury muſt fore- 
run the revenging it; but the noble 
mind diſdaineth to ſay, It hurts me. 

If the injury itſelf is not below 
thy notice, he that doth it maketh 
himſelf ſo: wouldſt thou enter the 
liſts with thine inferior? 

Diſdain the man who attempteth 
to wrong thee: contemn him who 
would give thee diſquiet. 

In this thou not only preſerveſt 
thine own peace, but thou inflicteſt 
all the puniſhment of revenge, with- 
out ſtooping to employ it againſt 


him. 
bs . 
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As the tempeſt and the thunder 


affect not the ſun or the ſtars, but 
ſpend thelr fury on ſtones and trees 


below ; ſo injuries aſcend not to the 
fouls of the great, but waſte them- 
ſelves on ſuch as are thoſe who offer 
them. - 

Poorneſs of ſpirit will actuate re- 
venge ; greatneſs of foul deſpiſeth 
the offence : nay, it doth good un- 
to him who intended to have diſ- 
turbed it. 5 
Why ſeekeſt thou vengeance, O 
man? With what purpoſe is it that 
thou purſueſt it? Thinkeſt thou to 
pain thine adverſary by it? Know 


that thyſelf feeleſt its greateſt tor- 


ment. 
Revenge gnaweth the heart of 
kim who is infected with it; while 
he againſt whom it is aimed remain- 
eth eaſy. 

It is unjuſt in the anguiſh 1 it in- 


flicts; therefore nature intendeth it 
not for thee: needeth he who is in- 
zured, more pain? or evglit he to 


add force to the affliction which ano- 


ther hath caſt upon him. 
The 
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The man who meditateth reveng- 
1s not Content with the miſchiet he 
hath received. He addeth to hs 
anguiſh the puniſhment due unty 
another; while he whom he lecekec! 
to hurt, gocth his way laughing: 
he maketh himſelf merry at this ad. 
dition to his miſery. 

| Revenge is painful in the intent, 
and it is dangerous in the execuri- 
on: feldom doth the axe fall where 
he who lifted it up intended ; ane! 
lo! he remembereth not that it mut“ 
recoll againſt himſelf. 

_ Whilſt the revengeful ſceketli his 
_ enemy's hurt, he oftentimes procu— 
reth his own deſtruftion : while he 
almeth at one of the eyes of his ad- 
verlary, lo! he putteth out bot! 
his own. 

It he attain not his end, he la- 
menteth it: if he ſucceed, he re- 
penteth of it. The fear of julti. - 
taketh away the peace of his ow: 
{oul; the care to hide him trois :: 
deſtroyeth that of his ſriend, | 
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Can the death of thine adverſary 


ſatiate thy hatred ? Can the ſetting 


him at reſt reſtore thy peace? 
Wouldſt thou make him ſorry for 

his offence, conquer him and ſpare 

him: in death he owneth not thy 


ſuperiority; nor feeleth he more the 


power of thy wrath. 

In revenge there ſhould be a tri- 
mph of the avenger: and he who 
nath injured him ſhould feel his diſ- 
pleaſure; he ſnould ſuffer pain from 
:t, and ſhould repent him of the 
cauſe, 


Murder for an injury arifcth only 
'rom cowardice : he who inflicterh 
it feareth that the enemy may live, 
and avenge himſelf. 


Death endeth the quarrel, hut re- 


ſtoreth not the reputation: killing 
san act of caution, not of courage; 
t may be ſafe, but It is not ho- 
10urable. 

Nothing is ſo eaſy as to revenge an 
5ftence: nothing is lo honourable as 


0 paruon : „ The 


This is the revenge inſpired 3 
anger; but that which maketh thee 
_ great, is Contempt. 


( 


"The oreateſt victory man can ob- 
tain is over himſelf: he that diſdain- 
eth to feel an injury, retorteth it 
upon him who offereth it. 

When thou meditateſt revenge, 
thou confeſſeſt that thou fecleſt th. 
wrong: when thou complaineſt, thou 
acknowledgeſt thyſelf hurt by it: 
meaneſt thou to add this 3 to 
the pride of thine enemy? 

That cannot be an injury which 
is not felt: how then can he wio 
deſpiſeth ir, revenge it? 

If thou think it diſhonourable to 
bear an offence, more is in thy 
power; thou mayſt conquer it. 

Good offices will make a man 
aſhamed to be thine enemy : grea 
neſs of ſoul will terrify him from tize 
thought of hurting thee. 

The greater the wrong, the more 
glory is in pardoning it; and by 
how much more jultifiable would be 
revenge, by fo much the more ho- 
nour is in clemency, 

Haſt thou a right to be a judge 
in thine own cauſe; to be à party ir 


PG th.” 
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the act, and yet to pronounce ſen- 
tence on it? Before thou condemneſt, 
let another ſay it is juſl. 

The revengeſul is feared, and 
therefore he 1s hated: bur he that 
is endowed with clemency is adored, 
The praiſe of his actions remaineth 
for ever; and the love of the world 
artendeth him. 
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SECTION w. 
CRUELTY, HATRED. 
. 
EVEN GE is deteſtable: what 
then is cruelty ? lo! it poſſeſ- 


ſeth the miſchiefs of the other, but 
1: wanteth even the pretence of its 


provocations. 


Mena diſown it as not of their na- 
ture; they are aſhamed of it as a 
ſtranger to their hearts: do they not 


call it inhumanity ? 


Whence then is her origin? unto 
what oweth ſhe her exiſtence? Her 
jather is ear, and behold Diſmay, 
is not her mother? 

The hero liſteth his ſword againſt 
the enemy that reſiſteth; but no 
ſooner doth he ſubmit than he 1s 
ſatisfied. 

It is not in honour to trample on 
the object that feareth; it is not ir 
virtue to inſult what is beneath it 

15 fbr 
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fubdue the infolent and ſpare the 
humble, and thou art at the height 
of victory. 

He who wanteth virtue to arrive 
at this end, he who hath not courage 
to aſcend thus into it, lo! he ſup- 
plieth the place of conqueſt by mur- 
der, of ſovereignty by (laughter. 


He who feareth all, ſtriketh at 


all : why are tyrants cruel, but be⸗ 
cauſe they live in terror? 

The cur will tear the carcaſe. 
though he dared not to look it in the 


race "while living; but the hound 


that hunteth it to the death, mang- 
eth ir not afterwards. 

Civil wars are bloody, for thoſe 
who fight in them are cowards.— 
Conſpirators are murderers becauſe 
in death there is ſilence; is it not 
fear that telleth them they may be 
Hetrayed? | 


That thou mayſt not be cruel, ſet 
thyſelf too high for hatred : that 


mou mayſt not be inhuman, place 

thy ſelf above ihe reach of envy. 
Every man may be viewed in tuo 
:'ghts; in one he will be tronble- 
'. -$OME: 


C279 ] 


ſome, in the other leſs offeniive : 
chuſe to fee him in that in which he 
leaſt hurteth thee; then ſhalt thou 
not &o hurt unto him. 

What 1s there that a man may 


uot turn unto his good? In that 
which offendeth us moſt, there 1s 


ground rather for complaint than 


hatred. Man wiſhes to be recon- 


ciled to him of whom he complain- 


eth: whom murdereth he but hun 


whom he hateth ? 

If thou art deprived of a benefit, 
fly not into rage: the loſs of thy 
reaſon is the want of a greater. 

Becauſe thou art robbed of thy 


cloak, wouldſt thou ſtrip thyſelf of 


thy coat allo? 
When thou envieſt the man who 


poſſeſſeth honours, when his titles 


and his greatneſs raiſe thy indigna- 


tion, ſeek to know whence they 
came unto him: enquire by what 


means he was poſſeſſed of them, and 
thine envy will be turned into pity. 
If the fame fortune were ares 


unto thee at the ſame price, be aſſu- 
red if thou wert wiſe thou wouldit. 
refuſe it. IS - 


What 
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What is the pay ſor titles but 
Aattery? How doth man purchaſe 


power but by being a flive to him 


who giveth it? 

© Wouldſt thou loſe tine own li- 
berty to be able to take away that 
ot another? or canſt thou envy him 
who doth fo ? 

Man purchaſeth nothing of his 
ſuperiors but for a price; and that 
price, is it not more than the value? 
Wouldſt thou pervert the cuſtoms 
of the world? Wouldſt thou have 
the purchaſe and the price alſo? 


As thou canſt not envy what thou 


wouldſt not accept, diſdain this cauſe 


of hatred, and drive from thy foul. 


this occaſion of the parent of cruelty. 


If thou poſſeſſeſt honour, canſt 


thou envy that which is obtained at 


the expence of it? If thou know-_ 


eſt the value of virtue, pitieſt thou 
not thoſe who have bartered it {6 
meanly ? 


When thou haſt taught thyſelf to 


bear the ſee ming good of men with- 


out repining, thou wilt hear of their 
real happineſs with pleaſure. 
1 : | . g Ii 
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I thou ſeeſt good things fall to 
one who deſerveth them, thou wilt 
rejoice: for virtue is happy in the 
proſperity of the virtuous. 

He who rejoiceth in the happi- 
eſs of another, increaſeth by ir 
'1'% OWN. 
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SECTION V. 
Hraviness of HE ART, 


HE foul of the chearful forceth 


a ſmile upon the face of af. 


fiction; but the deſpondence of the 


tad deadeneth even the brightneſs 
ot joy. 
What is the ſource of Sadneſs but 


a feebleneſs of the foul? What giv- 


eth it power but the want of ſpirit? 
Rouſe thyſelf to the combat, and 
ſne quitteth the field before thou 
ſtrikeſt. | 1 Sn, 
Sadneſs is an enemy to thy race, 
therefore drive her from thy heart: 
| the poiloneth the ſweets of thy lite, 
therefore ſuffer her not to enter thy 
dwelling. . 
She raiſeth the loſs of a ſtraw to 
the deſtruction of thy fortune: while 


ſhe vexeth thy ſoul about trifles, ſne 


robbeth thee of thine attention to 
the things of conſequence : behold, 
ſhe but propheſieth what ſhe feem- 
th to relate unto thee, 

She 
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She ſpreadeth drowſineſs as a veil 
over tny virtues: ſhe hideth them 


from thoſe who would honour thee 


on beholding them: ſhe entangleth 
and keepeth them down, while ſhe 
maketh it molt neceſſary for thee to 
_ exert them. 

Lo! ſhe oppreſſeth thee with evil, 
and ſhe tieth down thine hands, when 
they would throw the load from off 
thee. 


If thou coat avoid what 15 


baſe, if thou wouldſt diſdain what is 


cowardly, if thou wouldſt drive from 
thy heart what is unjuſt, buffer not 
Sadneſs to lay hold upon 1t. 

Suffer not Sadneſs to cover herſelf 
with the face of piety: let her not 
_ deceive thee with a ſhew of wiſdon.. 


Religion payeth honour to thy ma- 


ker, Jet it not be clouded with me- 
| lancholy: wiſdom maketh the hap- 


py; know then that ſorrow, in her 


light, is as a ſtranger. 

"For what ſhould man be ſorrowful 
gut for affliction ? Why ſhould his 
Zart give up joy, when the cauſe 


of 
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of it is not removed from him? Is 


not this being miſerable for the lake 
of miſery? 


It 1s not always the occaſion that 
produceth the ſorrow: for, behold! 


the fame thing ſhall be to another 


_ r<Joicing. 

Aſk men if their ſadneſs maketh 
things better; and they will confel; 
to thee that it is folly ; nay, will 
they not praiſe him who beareth his 
ills with patience, who maketh head 
againſt misfortune with courage * 


Applauſe then ſhould be followed 


by imitation. 


Sadneſs is againſt nature, for it 
troubleth her motions: Io! it ren 


dereth diſtorted whatſoever nature 


hath made amiable. 

As the oak falleth before the tem- 
peſt and raiſeth not its head again; 
Jo boweth the heart of man to the 
force of ſadneſs, and returneth unto 
its ſtrength no more. 

As the ſnow melteth upon the 
mountain from the rain that trick- 
leth down its fide, even fo is beauty 


waſhed. 


Wa 


waſhed trom off the cheeks by tears: 
neither the one nor the other reſto- 
reth itſelf again. 

As the pearl is diſſolved by the 
vinegar, which ſcemeth at firſt only 
to obſcure its ſurface, ſo is thy hap- 
pineſs, O Man! ſwallowed up by 
Heavineſs of Heart, though at firſt 


it ſeemeth only to be clouded as 
with a ſhadow. 


Behold Sadne(s in the public 
ſtreets; caſt thine eye upon her in 


the places of reſort; avoideth ſhe 
not every one? Doth any look upon 


her? Doth not every one flec from 


her preſence? 

See how Sadneſs 3 her 
head like the flower whole root is 
cut atunder; fee how ſhe fixeth her 
eyes upon earth; ſee how they ſerve 
ner to no purpoſe but that of 
weeping. 

Is there in her mouth diſcourſe? 
Is there in her heart the love of ſo- 
_ciety? Is there in her ſoul reaſon? 
Aſk not the cauſe, ſhe knowetli it 


not: enquire the occaſion, and be- 
hold there 1 is none. 


vet 
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Vet will her ſtrength fail her; lo! 
at length ſhe ſinketh into the grave; 


and no one ſaycth what is become 


of her? 

Haſt thou underſtanding, and ſeeſt 
thou not this? Haſt thou piety, and 
perceivelt thou not thine error? 

God created thee in mercy: had 
he not intended thee to be happy, 


his goodneſs would not have called 


thee | into exiſtence: how dareſt thou 
then to fly 1n the face of thy Creator? 
While thou art happy in inno- 
cence, thou doeſt him moſt honour; 
and what 1s thy diſcontent bur mur- 
muring againſt him: 5 
Created he not all things liable to 
change? and dareſt thou to weep at 
their changing ? 
It we know the law of nature, 
wherefore do we complain of it? It 
we are ignorant of it, what ſhould we 
accuſe but our blindneſs to that 
which every moment giveth us 
proof of? | 
| Know that it is not thou that art 
to give laws to the world; thy part 
1s to lubmit to them as thou findeſt 
thern 
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them: if they diſtreſs thee, thy la- 
mentation but addeth to thy tor- 
ment. 


Be not deceived with fair pre- 


tences, nor ſuppoſe that ſorrow 
healeth misfortune; it is a poiſon 
under the colour of a remedy: while 
it pretendeth to draw the arrow 
from thy breaſt, lo! it plungeth 
it into thine heart. 

While Sadneis ſeparateth thee 
from thy friends, doth ſhe not ſay 
thou art unfit to converſe with them ? 
While ſhe driveth thee into corners, 
doth ſhe not proclaim that ſhe | 1s 
aſhamec of herſelf. 

It is not in thy nature to meet the 
arrows of ill fortune unhurt, nor 
doth reaſon require it of thee : it is 
y duty to bear misfortune like a 
nu; but firſt thou muſt alſo feel 

t like one. 

Tears may drop "REM thine eyes 


ihough virtue falleth not from thine 


DE be thou careful there be 


caule, and that they flow not too 
bundantle, 


The 
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The greatneſs of affliction is not 
to be reckoned from the number of 
tears: the greatelt griefs are often 
above ſuch teltimonies; as the great- 
eſt joys are beyond utterance. 

What is there that weakeneth the 
ſoul like grief? What depreſſeth it 
like ſadnels? 

Is the ſorrowful prepared for no- 
ble enterprizes? or armeth he him- 
tclf in the cauſe of virtue? 

Subject not thyſelf then to ills, 


where there are no advantages in 
return; neither ſacrifice thou the 
means of good unto that which is in 


itſelf an evil. 


PANT 
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ADVANTAGES 
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FELLOW-CREATURES. 
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SECTION I. 


NOBILITY and HONOUR, 
TRUE Nobility reſideth not but 


in the ſoul; nor 1s there true 


_ honour except in virtue. 

The favour of princes may be 
| bought by vice; rank and title may 
de purchaſed for money: but theſe 
are not true honour. 


Crimes exalt not a man to 1025 


glory; neither can gold make men 
noble. 

When titles are the reward of vir- 
tue; when the man is ſet on high 


who hath ferved his country; He 
who beſtoweth the honours hath 


glory, like as He who receiveth 
them: and the world is benefited. 

Wouldſt thou wiſh to be raiſed, 
and men know not for what? 
Would( thou that they ſhould ſay, 
Why is this? 


When the virtues of the hero de- 


fend to his children, his titles ac- 


company 
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company them well: but when he 
who poſſeſſeth them is unlike to him 
who deſerved them, lot do they not 
call him degenerate ? 

Hereditary honour is accounted 
noble; but reaſon ſpcaketh in the 
cauſe of him who hath acquired it. 

He who, wortkleſs himſelf, ap- 
pealeth to the actions of his anceſtors 

for his greatneſs, is like to the thief 
who claimeth protection by flying to 
the pagod. 

What good 1s it to the blind that 
his parents could ſee? What benefit 
is it to the dumb that his grandfa- 
ther was eloquent? Even ſo, what 
is it to the mean that the predeceſ- 
ſors were noble? 

A mind diſpoſed to virtue, mak eth 


great the poſſeſſor, and, without ti- 


tles, will raiſe him above the vulgar. 


He will acquire honour while o- 
thers receive it: and will he not ſay 
unto them, ſuch were the men whom 
thou glorieſt in being derived from? 

As "the ſhadow waiteth on the ſub- 
ſtance, even lo true honour attendeth 
upon virtue. 


Say 
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Say not that honour is ine «1G 0; 
boldnefſ 5 nor believe thou that the 
hazard o liſe alone can pay the: 
price of it: it is not to the actio:1 
that it 1s due, but to the nianner ©: 
performin:; it. 
All arc not called to the guiding 
the heli of ſtate, neither are armies 
to be commanded by every one: do 


Vell in that which is committed to 
thy charge, and praiſe ſhall remain 


upon thee. 


Say not that difficulties muſt de 


conquered. and that danger muſt he 


in the way to renown: Fhe woman 


who 1s chaſte, is ſhe not praiſed ? 
The man who is honeſt, delerveth 
he not to be honoured ? 


The thirſt of fame is violent; the 


deſire of honour is powerful; and he 
who gave them to us, gave them for 
great "purpoſes. 


When deſperate actions are neceſ. 


ſary to the public, when our lives 
are to be expoſed for the good of 


our countiy, what can add force to 
virtue but ambition? 


= It 
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It is not the receiving honour that 
deligkteth the noble mind; its pride 
15 to > have deſerved it. 


Is it not better men ſhould ſay 


why hath zo! this man a itatue, than 


that they tould aſk why he baths 


one:? 

The ambitious will al ays be firſt 
in the croud; he preſſeth forward, he 
looketh not behind him: more an- 
guiſh hath he in his foul to ſee one 
before him, than | Joy to leave thou- 
{ands at a diſtance. 


1 he root of ambition is in every 


man, but it ſpringeth not up in all: 


fear checketh its growth in lome; in 


many, modeſty fupprefleth it. 
Ambition is the inner garment of 
the foul: the firſt thing put on with: 


the fleſh, and the laſt laid down at 


its diſſolution. 
Ambition is an honour to - hs na- 


ture when worthily employed: when 


thou directeſt it to wrong purpoſis, 


it ſhameth and deſtroyeth thee. 
In the breaſt of the traitor ambi- 


tion is covered: Hypocriſy hideth 


the face under her mantle, : nd cool 
” Diſſmmwlation 


OY 


Diſlimulation furniſheth her with 
ſmooth words: but in the end men 


all fee what ſhe is. 


The ſerpent loſeth not his fling 
tho' benumbed by the froſt; the 
tooth of the viper is not broken tho 


the cold cloſeth his mouth: take pity 


on his ſtate and he will ſhew thee his 
ſpirit; warm him 1n thy botom, and 
he will requite thee with death. 

He that is truly virtuous, lover!: 
virtue for herſelf; he diſdaineth the 
applaule which ambition aimeth 


alter. 
How pitiable were the ſtate of 


virtue if the cauld be happy only 


from another's praiſe! She is too no- 


ble to ſeek for recompence, and be 


__ rewarded. 


The higher the fun ariſeth, the 


leſs ſhadow doth he make; even ſo 
the greater the virtue, the leſs doth 


it covet praiſe: yet cannot it avoid 
the reward of honours. 

Glory, like a ſhadow, fleeth him 
who purſueth it, but followeth at 
the heels of him who would fly from 
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it: if thou courteſt it without merit, „ 
thou thalt never attain unto it: it : 
thou deferveit it, though thou hidell 

thylelf, it will never forſake thec. 

Purſue that which is honourable, 

do that which is right, and the ap- 

plauſe of thine own conſcience will 

be more joy to thee than the ſhouts J 

of millions who know not thy {| 2% 
welerts, 
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The beaſts feel that they exift, yet 


they wonder not at it: they rejoice in 
their life, but they know not that it 
ſhall end : each animal performeth 
its courſe in ſueceſſion; nor is there 
a loſs of one ſpecies in a thouſand 
generations. 


Thou who ſxeſt the Whole no leſs. 
_ admirable than its Parts, canſt thou 


better employ thine eye than in tra- 


eing out thy Creator's greatneſs, or 
thy mind, than in examining ſuch 


wonders? 
Power and mercy are diſplayed in 


their formation ; juſtice and good- 
_ aels ſhine forth in the proviſion that 


is made for them: all are happy in 
cheir ſeveral ways; nor envieth one 


ne other, 


What is the ſtudy of words, com- 
ard with this? Wherein is know- 
edge, but in the ſtudy of nature? 

When thou halt adored the fabric, 
2nquire into its uſe: know, the carth 
oroduceth nothing but may be of 
200d to thee: are not food and rai- 
ment, and the remedies for thy diſ- 


wcaicsall derived from the earth alone? 


A 4 Who 
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Who is wiſe then but he that 
knoweth this? Who hath underſtand. 


ing but he that contemplateth it? 


For the reſt, whichever ſcience hath 


weſt utiſity; whichever knowledge 


zath leafi. Vol prefer tlicle unto 
Ine ethers; and protit of them for the 
take of thy neighbour ! 

10 live — to die; to command 


and to hey; to do and to fuller; - 


ic NOT Ul; cle all that thou haſt far- 

ther to care about? Theſe tha!l mo- 

4 lity te ach thee; the M conOmy of 
} iſe ſhall lay them before thee. 
child they are written in thine 


heatt, thou needeſt only to be re- 


minded of them: they are eaſy of 

conception; be atrentive, and thou 
halt jletain thein, 

Allother ſciences are vain, all other 


Knowleuze is boaſt: lo! they are not 
necccſlary to man, nor do they make 


im more good or more honcſt. 
Piety to thy God, ana benevolence 
to thy {cilow-creatures, are nor theſe 
thy great duties? What ſhall teach 
thee the ene, or what thall inform 
thee of the other, like unto the ſtu- 
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SECTION 1 
PROSPERITY andADVERSITT. 
3 not Proſperity elate thine 


heart above meaſure; neither 
let thy foul be depreſſed unto the 
| grave, becaule Fortune beareth hard 
| againſt thee. 

| Her imiles are not ſtable, there- 


them; her frowns endure not for 
ever, therefore let hope teach thee 
| patience. 
| To bear well adverſity, is difh- 
[ cult: bes ro be temperate in prel- 
| perity 13 the heighr of witdom. 
Good and ill are the teſts by which 
thou art to know thy conſtancy; nor 
is there ©':,. hr clie that can tell thee 
the power: „f thine own toul : be 


| therefore warchful When thele are 


upon thee. 


behold Profperity, how ſweetly 


| ſhe flattercth thee ; huw infenſibly 
ſhe robber! tice of tliy engt! 1 and 
tliy vigor 


K Tas? 


fore build not thy confidence upen 
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CCC thatis briote Rims ; 
he true to others, and in the on. 
they deceive him. 6 
Every man can adviic his ownſorut 
in diſtreſs: but proſperity Oundetn 
the truth | 
Better is the ſorrow that leadeth to 
contentment, thian the joy that ren- 
(dereth man unable ro endure di. mes 
and aiterwards plungetli him into it. 
Car paſtions « Act ate to us in all 
Our extremes; | ut the effect of wil- 
dom is moderation. | 
Be upright 3 'hour life; be 
content 1 all anges: fo mall 
all occurrences hs W e lothall 
evVerv thing that haimenertn unto thee 
be the ſource of rraite, 


The . iſe maketh all thiegs the 


means of advantage; and wich the 
tame countenance beholdeth he all 
the appearances of fortune: he go- 
verneth the goad, he conguereth rhe 
evil, he is unmoved in all. 

Pretume not in profper:ity, neither 
caelpatr in adverſity : court not dan- 
gers, nor meanty flee ſrom betore 
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them : dare to deſpiſe whatever will 
not remain with thee. 

Let not adverſity tear off the wings 
of hope; neither let proſperity ob- 
{cure the hght of prudence. 


He who deſpaireth of the End 


Hall never attain unto it: aud he 
who teeth not the pit ſhall periſh 
therein. 

tle who catethProfocriny his good; 
wio hath ſaid unto her, with Thee 
will I eftabliſh my happinets : la! he 
anchoreth his veſtel in a bed of ſand 
which the return of the tide watheth 
away. 

As the water that paſſeth from the 


mountains kiſſeth, in its way to the 
ocean, every held ri:ar bordereth 89 


vers, but tarrieth nor in any place; 
even fo fortune viſitetn the ſons of 


men; her motion is inceflant, ſhe. 


will not ſtay; the is unſtable as the 
winds, how then wilt thou hold her; 
When ſhe kifleth thee thou art Ele. 
ied, but behold as thou turneſt to 
thank lier, ſhe is gone unto anotlicr. 


8 


FI" "oy e 


td es oe. att 


( 207 ) 
Sturt bd. 
SECTION II. 
AIV and SICKNESS. 


HE tickneſs of the body affect- 
eth the foul; the one cannot 
de found without the other. 

Pain is of all ills that which is moſt 
*it, and it is that which from nature 
natli the fewelt remedies. 

When thy conſtancy failech thee, 
call in thy reaſon: when thy patience 
uitteth thee, cali in thy hope. 


Suffering is a neceſſity entailed 


upon thy nature; wouldft thou be 
protefted from it by miracle? or 
halt thou repine becavſe it happen- 
2th unto Ayu when lo! it happen- 
eth unto all? 

It is injuſtice co require exemption 
from that which thou wert born un- 
to: fubmit -ith modeſty to the laws 
of thy condition- 

Wouldſt thou ſay to the ſeaſons, 
paſs not on, leſt ] grow old? Is it 
not better, with an equal mind, to 


ſuffer 


161 


ſu ter that which thou canſt not 


1 ureth long 1s mode- 
Fi ore to ct in of 
it: tat wi b lle i mot; 
beold F tho tr the end Of it. 

i 4 bodv wens E! Tate; to be tub- 
rent to ch. fouls winle thou af- 
Hi eit th; fort becauſe of pain, be- 
hold thou ſættef tay body above it. 

As the wile ſorroweth not becauſe 
athorn teareth his garment; ſo the 


2 


patient grieveth not his foul becauſe 


that which covereth it is injured. 
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1 
pent his life ill, „ho 
moöwern to de well; neither an ne 
ave Lit all his tune, Who cinploy- 
eth tie ial portion of it to his ho- 


5 4 
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Ie was not born in vain who dieth 
as hu cunt : neither hath he lived 
unprolitably h dieth happily. 

He v ho remembereth be is 0 IE, 
is content While he liveth!: he * ho 
ſcrivech to forget eit, hath no pleatute 
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hiw a jewel which he expecteth every 
moment he ſhall loſe. 

Wouldſt thou learn to die nobly 
jet thy vices die before thee | Happy 
is he who endeth the buſinefs of his 
life before his death; wha when the 
hour cometh, hath nothing to do bur 
to expire; who wiſheth not for de- 


lay, when he hath no longer uſe for 
time. 


Avoid not death, for it is weak- 


gels; fear it not, for thou under- 


ſtandeſt not what it is; all that thou 


certainly knoweſt is this, that it put- 


teth an end to thy ſorrows. 
Think not that the longeſt life 1s 
the happieſt; that life which is beſt 


employed doth a man the moſt ho- 


nour, and he after death ſhall rejoice 


in the advantages of it. 


This is the complete Econo: 
of Human LITE. 


— — ern 


